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PROCEEDIirGS 

OF THE 

Great State Rights Celebration. 

On Thursday July Ist, agreeably to previous ar- 
rangements, a Public Dinner was given at the City 
Hall, by Friends of the Southern States, to the 
Honorable ROBERT Y. HAYNE, one of the Sena- 
tors in Congress from this State, and to the Honor- 
able WILLIAM DRAYTON, the Representative in 
Congress of Charleston District. At 3 o'clock, P. 
M. the subscribers to the Dinner assembled in the 
City Square, from which, at a little after 4, they mo- 
ved in procession, preceded by a fine Band of Mu- 
sic, through Chalmers and Meeting streets, to the 
City Hall, where they sat down to an elegant enter- 
tainment provided for the occasion. The assembly 
was not only exceedingly namerous, but it was as 
much distinguished by respectability as by num- 
bers, embracing, as it did, (we will not say, all — be- 
cause we are not of that party which claims all the 
talent, eloquence, and respectability ofthe city,) but 
certainly a larger portion of each than was ever con- 
gregated or displayed on any similar occasion in this 
city. Of this, the details which follow will furnish 
abundant and conclusive evidence. Very nearly six 
hundred individuals subscribed. Not only was the 
large and spacious Hall literally crowded, but (what 
was never known to have been done before,) ta- 
bles, equally crowded, were arranged around the 
Gallery, and even spread in one ofthe Rooms usually 
occupied by the Public Boards of the City. The as- 
semblage, numerous as it was, would have been con- 
siderably augmented, had not the excessive heat of 
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thedriy, and the impossibility of procaring aecom- 
inodation, deterred many from attending who had 
purchased Tickets, and who were with the company 
in spirit and in heart. 

The Hall was splendidly and Judiciously arrang- 
ed for the occasion. The tables were so disposed at 
to place the two guests nearly in the centre of the 
room, a position which enabled the immense compa- 
ny assembledf to hear distinctly the sentiments those 
gentlemen uttered. Six richly adorned canopies, 
composed of national banners interwoven with 
wreaths of evergreen, were conspicuous in different 
parts of the room, above the seats of the various offi- 
cers. On the spire of the principal canopy, under 
which were the presiding officer and the two guests 
was perched an Eagle with expanded wings, from 
the beak of which hung a transparency, having on it 
in large letters, " Statk ICights." This was at the 
North of the room. At the East, South and West 
were other transparencies of the same size, display- 
ing the motto of one of the gentlemen to whom tha 
festival was given, "Liberty— the Constitution— 
Union." 

Twelve Corinthian pillars were erected round the 
room, gracefully festooned with variegated flowers 
and branches. Portraits of several distinguished 
citizens of the State and Country adorned the walls. 
Amongst the most conspicuous we recognized those 
of Washington, Jackson, Gen. C. C. and Gen. Tho- 
mas Pmckney, John C. Calhoun, Henry Laurens, 
Benjamin Franklin, John Randolph of Virginia, and 
OUR OWN Moultrie, around whose intrepid brow 
twined gracefully the Palmetto, the emblem of hit 
valor, and the just pride of our State. In the cen- 
tre window of the second story of the Hall, was pla- 
ced a brilliant and well executed transparency 10 
feet in height, exhibiting a i^i^re of Liberty, sur- 
rounded by a riting cfoud. The figure is supposed 



to see the cloud increasing, which threatens lo coi> 
ceal the brightness of her countenance, and to de- 
stroy for ever the glories of her reign on earth, but 
■he leans with confidence on South- Carolina^ the 
ArtM of which State are at her side, displaying in 
glowing characters her well known motto, 

ANIMI8 OPIBU8QUE PARATL 

The whole arrangements reflect much honor on 
the patriotic spirit that designed them, and entitle 
him to the warmest thanks of the State Right party 
in the city. 

HENRY L. PINCKNEY, (Intendant of the City,) 
presided at the Dinner, assisted by James Hamil- 
ton, jun., Henrt Deas, Langdon Cheves, John 
Gadsden, Robert J. Turnbull, and Jacob F. 
BfiNTZiNG, Esquires, as Vice Presidents. 

After the cloth was removed, the following 
TOASTS were announced, and drank by the com- 
pany with indescribable enthusiasm : — 

1. The {7fs»of»— The elements of its durability are 
to be found in its performing honestly, faithfully, and 
justly the beneficent purposes for which it was 
formed. / [3 cheers. 

2. Washington — We honor his memory too much 
to prostitute the authority of his name, oy employ- 
ing it as the sanction of sectional injustice and ra- 
pacity. "* 

3. The Memory of Tliomaa Jefferson— The Declax- 
aticm of Independence in 1776 — His Kentucky Re- 
solutions in 1798— a bright commentary on a glori- 
ous text. [6 cheers. 

4. The American RevoltUion and its offspring the 
American Constitution'— Achieved and formed by 
thirteen sovereign States ; they did not throw away 
the blessings of the former by authorizing an unlim- 
ited government under the latter. fb cheers. 

5. Andrew Jackson— Honor and gratitude to his 
name — He has repulsed the invaders of the Consti- 
tution.— If the States are true to themselves, a tri- 
\imphant victory awaits us. [9 cheers. 

6. William Drayton — Able, faithful and eloquent. 
South Carolina cherishes him as a son disciplined 
in her best schools of chivalry and honor— With de- 
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voted firmness he has pursued the dictates of his 
couscieuce in opposition to the request of a respect- 
ed portion of his constituents — We honor him for hit 
independence. 

When the long and deafening applause with which 
this Toast was received had subsided, Col. Dray- 
ton rose and addressed the company as follows:— 

Fellow- Citizens, — Accept my grateful thanks for 
the approbation which you have been pleased to ex- 
press of my public conduct, and of the motives by 
which it bus been directed. At all times I earnestly 
Reek to learn the sentiments of my constituents.— 
They are entitled to all the services which I can 
render them : and to require, as k general rule, that 
in rendering those services, I should conform to their 
wishes; bu^ whenever, after mature deliberation, I 
have arrived at the conclusion, that I cannot comply 
with them without violating my official oath, or the 
principles of moral right ; whenever the question 
arises between my conscience and the will of my 
constituents, that (question must be solved by my du- 
ty to my God. This opinion I have so frequently 
uttered, that I have every reason to believe, that a 




may 

often have committed. With the concealment of my 
political principles, no one can, justly, charge me. 

The topics most interesting to South Carolina, to 
which I nave lately given my atteution in Con- 
gress, are the Tariff, and what are termed ** Inter- 
nal Improvements." It being well known, that I 
consider the law imposing duties upon imports for 
the exclusive benefit of the domestic manufacturer, 
to be unconstitutional and deeply injurious to the 
great mass of the commuuiiy : and that I regard 
'* Internal Improvements" as tney have long been 
acted upon, to be attended with a wasteful and rui- 
nous expenditure of the public treasure for private 
purposes, and to be at variance with the s^iirit of the 
federal compact, I shall not now enter mto a dis- 
nusiiion of these subjects, but confine myself to a 
brief examination of the consequences which have 
flowed from them. An excitement growing out of 
these subjects, more especially out of the first of 
them, has pervaded all parts of our State, and baa 
made so profound an impression upon the publio 
mind, as almost to absorb every other political qqx^ 

2* 



sideration. Our citizens, suffering under an Act 
ivhich a ereat majority of them believe to be uncon- 
•titutional, have naturally been led to deliberate 
upon the steps which ousht to be taken, under cir- 
cnmstances so critical and momentous. Of the ex- 
pedients proposed, that which seems, most general- 
iv, to be relied upon, is, through the medium of 
the Legislature, or of a convention chosen by 
the people, to nullify the obnoxious law, or in oth- 
er words, to declare it to be unconstitutional, 
and to absolve our citizens from obedience to it, 
unless a contrary decision should be pronounced 
by three-fourths of the Legislatures of the several 
States, or by convention of the people, in the same 
number of the Stiftes. Those who recommend this 
course are sanguine in their expectations of its efB- 
eaey. They assert that a sovereign State, under its 
-■ reserved rights, can constUutionaUy^ resort to it, and 
that by no other means can the Union be preserved. 
If by any process of reasoning, of which 1 am cnpri- 
ble : if by any li^rhls which Icould derive from in- 
tellects far superior to mine, I could accord in these 
Tiews and inferences, I should rejoice to do so j for 
DO one condemns more than myself, the pnuci- 
ple of the existing Tariff, or more deprecates its 
oaneful effects. Nevertheless, after anxious and 
^ ^. painfUl meditation, directed by every motive which 

/ ought to influence a lover of his country, and of his 
country's reputation and prosperity, 1 cannot per- 
ceive any substantial distinction between the abro- 
gation of a law of (!!ongre8s,by a State,& the separa- 
tion ofthat State, from the bnion. When an Act of 
Congress has been passed, in its customary forms, 
until repealed by the body enacting it, or decided 
to be invalid by the Federal Judiciary, it becomes 
the law of the laud. The President of the United 
States is compelled, by his oath of office, to enforce 
it, unless, perhaps, he should be satisfied of its un- 
oonstitutionality, which is not the opinion of Presi- 
dent Jackson, as to the Tariff of 1838. Should then 
the President, or the mandate of the Federal Court, 
direct it to be carried into execution, it could not be 
resisted by us, excepting upon the ground, that our 
State had withdrawn from the federation, or by the 
exereise offeree. The first alternative would be, ipso 

^ facto, a severance of this State from the Union. — 
The secqnd, would be an appeal to arms, the uUl- 
ma ratio reipublicce. 
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Let me not be miseoiiceived. I am not the sdyo* 
oate of passive obedience and non-resistance. In 
ttie ordinary administration of affairs, tbe assertion 
of the right of the miyontjr to bind the people, is a 
mere truism ; but a majority, as well as a minority 
may be a faction ; and where the legislature is ac- 
cused of usurpation, or corruption, or oppression, to 
contend that the will of a prevailing majority should 
al<Hic be evidence of the legality of ueir proceedings^ ' 
would render hopeless all possibility of relief. A 
crisis misht arise, when the bonds of tne union ought 
to be broken. The right of the State to secede from 
the Union,!, unqualifiedly, concede: but so long a9 
ffhe belongMXo it, if she be not bound by its laws, the 
monstrous anomalies would exist, of a jgoverument 
whose acts were not obligatory upon its citizens > 
and of a State constituting one of the members of 
the Union, whilst denying the authority of its laws. 

I am not unaware of the conviction of many, that, 
the consequences anticipated by me, would not fol- 
low from a nullification of the tariff-act, in the mode 
which has been mentioned — that, on the contrary, 
the repeal of the law would be insured by §o vigo- 
rous a resolution. To those who are under this con- 
viction, I would submit, that it is founded upon the 
supposed weakness of their oj>ponents — a position 
as (alse and dangerous in politics as it is in war, and 
utterly unworthy of the high-minded freemen of 
South-Carolina. Unless a majority of the people of 
the United States were persuaded, that their inte- 
rests were advanced by the mis-called '^American 
System," it would never have been imposed upon us 
by successive Congresses, from 1816 to 1830. Is it 
probable, that this majority, stimulated by the lust 
of avarice, and sustained by the arm of power, would 
yield to the legislation, or to the menaces of a siu]^le 
State? 

It might be asked of me, whether I would recom- 
mend suence and inactivity amidst the wrongs with 
which we are afflicted. My answer is — No. What 
can, constitutionally^, be done by the legislature, 
ought to be done by it. Throufh Congress, aud the 
Press, and communications with those States whose 
cause is common with ours, every possible exertion 
should be made, to dispel the delusion, under which 
the people labour, as to the true character of an un- 
constitntional law, which fetters our industry, crip- 
ples our commerce, and taxes the man^ for the be- 
nefit of the few. All ore injured by it, excepting 
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^ Ihe manufacturers ; and although they, when com- 
bined, can carry the majority with them, yet recent 
events strongly indicate, that by attacking the Ta- 
riff, in detail, we may bring it back to those princi- 
ples from which it ought never to have departed. 

Should the efforts which I have suggested, fail of 
success — should the law we complain of, remain un- 
repealed upon our statute-book— we should then en- 
■ quire, whether a recurrence to the remedy which I 
have adverted to, would not be worse than the mala- 
dy which it professes to cure— whether its certain 
consequence would not be disunion — whether dis- 
union would not bo fraught wiUi more disastrous re- 
sults than the provisions of the act— whether it 
would not create a division in our own State, pro- 
ducing that direst of national calamities—civil war. 
After pondering dispassionatelv and profoundly upon 
these questions, we are boana by every social and 
.moral duty, to select the least of the evils pre- 
sented to US. For my own part, I feel no hesitation 
in avowing, that I should regard the separation of 
South-Carolina from the Union, as incalculably more 
to be deplored, than the esustence of the law which 
we condemn. 

I have thus, fellow-citizens, communicated to you 
mr sentiments upon an all-engrossing subject. When 
I look around me and see many to whom I am united 
by the ties of blood — many who are mv valued per- 
sonal friends— and some, with whom 1 have acted, 
harmoniously, in political struggles, I am unable to 
convey an adequate idea, in words, of the pain which 
I feel, in expressing opinions which, I believe, to be 
at variance with theirs. 1 have, nevertheless, done 
this violence to myself, from the conviction, that in 
times of public excitcuient,the opinions of no citizen 
should be concealed; and because my constituents 
have the right to know my thoughts, in order that 
they may determine whether I am worthy to repre- 
sent them. I most willingly submit myself to tneir 
verdict, confident, and I trust not vamly so, that 
they will give me credit for having fully, candidly, 
and fearlessly, spoken from the dictates of my heart. 

Mr. President, the colours floating around these 
walls, have suggested to me a toast, which I beg 
leave to offer, instead of the one which I had prepa- 
led for this meeting. 

" May our star-spangled banner, so often, trium- 
phantly, unfurled upon the ocean and the land, ever 
wave, with undiminished lustre, over free, sove- 
reign and united Stat^." 
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7. Robert V. Hayne, — A viffilimt and gallant sett' 
finel on our Watch Tower.— His brilliant and pow> 
erful defence of the constitution a^^aiust licentious 
construction, and the South from unfounded slan- 
der, entitles him to our warmest gratitude and ap- 
plause. 

This Toast was alto drank with enthusiastic and 

long continued cheering— after which Gen. Hatnk 

addressed the meeting to the following effect: — 

I know not, fellow-citizens, how adequately to 
express my deep sense of the honor which you 
have this day conferred upon me. When I mok 
■round and liehold this vast assemblage, composed 
of native and adopted tons €f Carolina — of whom 
onr common mother may so well be proud— and re- 
fleet, that this " goodly company," embracing so 
mneh of character and talent, of private worth and 
poblie virtue, have come together for the purpose 
of expressing thair approbation of the public con- 
dact of my excellent vnA valued friend (Col. Dray- 
ton) and myself, I want words to convey to your 
hearts, the emotions which agitate my own. I nave 
BOthinff to offer you, gentlemen, but ray poor thanks, 
with this assurance, that whatever maj be the 
** changes and chances** of my fbtnre life, I shall 
ever fondly cherish a grateful recollection of your 
kindness, and will find in it, a strong incentive to 
the faithful discharge of my duties. • ^ 

Believe me, gentlemen, no Representa'tive of 
South-Carolina has, of late, reposea upon " a bed 
of roses," and perhaps there never was a period in 
the history df our country, when the ccnrdial " well 
done" of generous cmistituents, was more grateful 
to the hearts of their public servants, more necessary 
to sustain tiiem in their cause, and to encourage 
them in " holding fast to the faith." Condemned as 
they have been, to witness the failure of all their 
efforts in defence of your rights and interests, and 
coming to you, not as the heralds of " glad tidings," 
but as the messengers of defeat and disaster, this 
^enerovt reception is in the very spirit that has made 
immortal that Roman Senate, which decreed their 
highest honors to him who had stood bv his country 
in the hour of her " utmost need," and who though 
vanquished, '* had not despaired of the Republic." 
Such offerings, gentlemen, are indeed " doubly bless- 
ed, blessing him that gives and him that receives." 
And here, perhaps, I might stop. But when I re^ 
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member that in tb« Resolutions which ushered this 
festivnl into public notice, it was declared to be a 
tribute by *' the friends of State Rights, to the 
principles which have been promulgated by the Le- 

fislature of South-Carolina," and when I know that 
am chiefl^r indebted for the flattering sentiment 
which has just been offered, to the bumble part I 
have acted in support of those principles, i feel 
that I should disappoint your just expectations, if I 
passed entirely over a to]>ic of such paramount in- 
terest and importance. 

What then, gentlemen, are the principles invoW 
ed in this doctrine of '' State Rights" ? They are 
the great fundamental principles of ODnsiituUonal 
Liberty for which our fathers fought and bled, and 
conouored — which were recognized, and (as we did 
fondly hope) firmlv established by the adoption of 
the Constitution or the United States — and on the 
maintenance of which depend the peace, prosperity 
and safety of our beloved country. Our doeirineB 
are (and I quote them from ourpoiitical text book, 
the Virginia Resolutions of 1798) that the several 
States are ** independent sovereignties" — that the 
Constitution of the United States is " a eonwaei to 
which the States are parties" — ^that as the Federal 
Government derives its existence, and all of its 
powers from that instrument, *' its acts are no fur- 
ther valid than they are authorized by the grants 
enumerated in thaieampaet,^* and. that in case of " a 
palpable, deliberate, and dangerous exercise of oth- 
er powers not granted by said compact the SUUea, 
who are parties thereto, have the ri^kt to interpose^ 
ibr arresting the progress of the evil, ^d for main- 
taining within their respective limits, the authori- 
ties, rights, and l)berties appertaining to them." 
The opponents of these doctiines contend that the 
Constitution was formed not by Oie States in their 
sovereign capacity, but by tiie peojile collectively—^ 
that the " National Government," being thus creat- 
ed by all the people, have a right to decide, (in the 
empnatic language of the great leader of their par- 
tv) *' tUiimateJy and conclusively as to the extent of 
their potoers," and hence results, as the basis of the 
whole system, the duty of an (df solute acquiescence 
on the part of the minorit.y, in the declared will of 
the ma^rily. It does appear to my mind *' pass- 
ing strange," that any man should fail to perceive 
that according to these principles, the Government 
of these United States is one great consolidated, 
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National Government — having no practical limita- 
tion on itipowers but the.popalar will, and that to 
talk of " State Rights" is the most ridiculous an<j 
nnmeaning jargon ; it is somethiuff worse— it is the 
language of bitter sarcasm and solemn mockery. If 
" a sovereign and independent State," has no right 
to judge or the violations of a compact into which 
she has entered — if, when *' usurped powers" are 
exercisedoverher citizens, she has no right, how- 
ever flagrant the usurpation, ** to interpose to ar- 
rest the progress of the evil" — if the Federal Gov- 
ernment (the mere creature of the Constitution) 
may, with impuuity disregard all its limitations, ana 
the States are bound implicitly to submit, then, in- 
deed, I am yet to learn, in what " State Rights" 
consist. Do they consist in ** the powers not grant- 
ed," or " expressly reserved" under the Constitu- 
tion 1 The Federal government having ihe right to 
decide, "ultimately and conclusively," on these 
matters, will say to ns, by their practice, that all has 
been given, and none reserved — and if it be the 
doty of the States implicitly to submit, " State 
Uignts may exist as on abBtractuntt in the minds oS 
gentlemen, but they exist no where else, and for my 
own ! art, I am utterl)[ unable to appreciate the va- 
lue of a theoretical right which is to be held at the 
mercy of another, and for the eufbrcement of which 
there' exists no remedy. According to this doctrine, 
the States have aright to exercisejnst so much pow- 
er (and no more,) as the Federal Government may 
think proper to leave them; and we are presented 
with tne strange anomaly of '' the creaiure elevated 
above its creator, the servants above their masters." 
If such be the true character of the Federal Go- 
vernment, the experiment of the security to be de- 
rived from written charters has already most sigual- 
Iv failed, and the people " on whom, in the provi- 
dience of Grod, has been cast the preservation oi the 
great principle," have proved recreant to their 
trust, 9xA have surrendered the last citadel of free- 
dom. I shall not stop to enquire in what department 
of the Federal Government this despotism is suppos- 
ed to exist. The idea that the Supreme Court is to 
be the safeguard of the reserved rights of the States, 
can delude those only, who close their ears to the 
acknowledged fact, that in most of the cases where 
usurped power has been exercised or is apprehend- 
ed, (such for instance as the Tariff of protection^ 
and the appropriatioos of money fbr IntMnal Im- 
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provements, Education, Charities, Colonization or 
Emancipation) the question cannot even be brought 
before tne Supreme Court according to the forms 
of the Constitution, and it is certainly in tiie power 
of Congress so to frame their laws and so to reflate 
their Courts as to prevent them from interposmg to 
** arrest the progress of usorpation" in any case 
whatsoever. 

When we cast our eyes over the map of the Uni- 
ted States, and behold a territory of such vast ex- 
tent, inhabited by a people of such diversified pur- 
suits and interests, of habits and of feelings, can it be 
possible that the *' wUl of the majority'' shall be 
practically adopted as the rule of Government for all 
of the parts, without its degenerating into the most 
odious and desolating tyranny. Look at the condi- 
tion of the Southern States, navin^ the system of 
sla/eery so interwoven with their institutions that 
even to touch the subject is to involve them in ruin: 
and depending upon roreign maiicets for the sale ot 
their valuable productions. Can it be believed, that 
the wise & patriotic men wbio represented the South 
in the Convention which framed the Constitution, 
would have consented in our behalf, to si^n a bond 
by which it was to be submitted to a majority of the 
people, or what is more, a majority of their Repre- 
sentatives in Congress assembled, whether our in- 
stitutions should be preserved, and our pursuits of 
.industry remain unchanged, or whether we might 
be deprived of both, under the operation of Acts of 
Congress, based upon vague notions of the " gener- 
al welfare ?" 

Gentlemen, in the presence of this respectable as- 
sembly, and in the fuce of my country, I declare my. 
solemn conviction, that the acknowledgement of the 
exclusive right of the Federal Government to deter' • 
mine the limits of its ownpowers^ amounts to a recog- 
nition of its absolute suvrenuicy over the States and 
tile people, and involves the sacrifice not only of 
our clearest rights and interests, but the very exist- 
ence of the Southern States ; and if, by the blessing 
of Heaven, we shall yet a little while avoid the fate 
which is impending over us, we are as surely dles- 
iined to meet tt^ " as the sparks fly upwards/* In my 
view of the actual condition oi your affairs, (with- 
out undertakuig to determine what else it may be- 
come you to do, or to forbear,) it is absolutely and 
indispensably necessary to ffive your brethren in o- 
ther quarters of the Union, distinctiy to oodentaiki, 
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tlint YOU never will acknowledge the right claimed 
for the Federal Government, in either or all of its 
departments, to decide *' ultimately and conclusive- 
ly as to the extent ofits own powers," that you ne- 
veriv ill consent to substitute tbp will of the majori- 
ty for the Constitution, nor recognize unconstitution- 
al acts of Congress, as the supreme law of the land. 
That viewing the Constitution as a compact pres- 
cribing limits to the Federal Government, the State 
of South Carolina, as one of the parties to tiiat com- 
pact, in its sovereign capacity, claims the right " to 
jud^e ofits infractions;" and that whilst she will at 
all tunes yield a ready and cheerful obedience to all 
laws made " in pursuance of the Constitution," she 
claims the right to hold to be utterly null and void, 
all such as clearly violate the reserved rights of the 
States. Let these principles be maintained, and 
your rights may be preserved. The day that you 
surrender them, and acknowledge the will of the 
majority, as dedared in the actf) of Congress, to be 
the supreme law, you will have surrendered the 
glorious privileges of freedom, to put the yoke upon 
your own necks, to fasten manacles upon your owDt 
and the hands of your children, to surrender your 
valuable possessions without a struggle,and consent- 
ed to put yourselves and all that you possess at the 
mercy of those, who though standing to you in the 
relation, and calling themselves your *^ brethren,* 
have in the eager pursuit of their own peculiar inte- 
rests, turned a deaf ear to your loud remonstran- 
ces, mocked at your complaints, and manifested an 
utter disregard of your feelings, your rights and 
your interests. 

The m<Mi£,gentlemenby which these principles are 
to be broujEut into operation, when a cr.se shall 
arise to justify their application, is a question con- 
cerning which there may exist much difference of 
opinion, and which it appears to me of no impor- 
tance to decide. When toe hour for action arrives, 
the friends of State Rights will hardly be found 
quarrelling among themselves as to the mode of 
proceeding. On this point, I say with Mr. Jeffer- 
son, that the State has not only a right to " jud^e of 
infractions of the Constitution," but al«o of '' the 
mode and measvre of redress^^ [see Kcului-ky Reso- 
lutions of '98] and whether she shall, tliruogh the 
Legislature, or by Convention— by declnriug the 
acts " void and of noforce^^ or by adopting other 

measures" maintain "the authorities, rights and 
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liberties appertaining to her^^-^are all questions to 
be decided by those who may have the destiny of 
the State in their hands. When the emergency 
iihall arrive to require the State, in the opinion of 
ker citizens, to be put upon her sovereignty, I shall 
hold no man less my brother in the cause of State 
Rights, because he may differ from me as to the 
mode in which the action of the State is to be 
brought about. While on this topic, however, I 
will take occasion to remark, that it has seemed 
^[>od to those who are laboring to bring State 
Kights into disrepute, to represent their advocates 
of the present day as contending for new doctrines, 
and the changes have been rung upon the " Caro- 
lina doctrines," and the " nullifying doctrines,'* un- 
til well meaning men, even among ourselves, have 
been induced to believe, that they are of modern 
invention, and that the very term nullification has 
been coined to suit our present purpose. Now, 
whether the term be a proper one, or not, and 
whether the doctrine which it is supposed to em- 
brace, be sound, or unsound, it i? certain, that they 
are both as old at least as 179d. The Kentucky 
Resolutions of that year, generally attributed (like 
those of '98) to the pen of Thomas Jefferson, con- 
tain the following words : (I will read ifiem to you 
gentlemen, to prevent any mistake.) *■'• The seve- 
ral States that framed that instrument, the Federal 
Ckmstitation, being sovereign and independent, have 
the unqaestionable right to judge of its infractions, 
and a mtlWieaium by those Sovereignties, of all un- 
authorized acts, done under color of that instru- 
ment, is the rightful remedy ^ I presume we shall 
hear no more of ** nullification" being a modern iu- 
Tention, and the " Carolina doctrines," will, per- 
haps, find more favor in the eyes of some, when 
traced to the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions of 
'96 and '99. But the true import nnd extent of this 
doctrine, it seems to me, has also been greatly mis- 
represented. The advocates of State Rights have 
been represented as contending for the right of a 
State, to repeal at pleasure, all or any of the Acts 
of Congress, and the consequences of the exercise 
of such an authority has been made the subject of 
denunciation and of sarcasm. Now as far as I know, 
no advocate of State Rights has ever contended 
that the exercise of the Legislative powers of Con- 
gress in relation to the Army, the Navy, Fortifica- 
tions, the Post Office, the Judiciary, the regulation 
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of Commerce, in relation to War or Peace, or any 
other matter, expressly confided by the Constitu* 
tion to the Federal Government, can be lawfully 
arrested or stayed by any power whatever. It has 
never been doubted or denied that the acts of the 
Federal Government, . within the acknowledged 
sphere of its authority, are obligatory upon the 
States, nor that the laws of Congress " made in 
pursujince of the Constitution, are the supreme 
laws of the land." But it has been contended that 
in an extraordinary case, where the powers re* 
served to the States, under the Constitution, are 
usurped by the Federal government, and it comes 
to be a question of conflicting claims to sovereignty, 
it is "toe right W a State," and in a proper case, 
would become " a solemn duty,'* not only " to 
judge of the infractions of the Constitution," but 
to interpose its authority for the preservation of 
its reserved rights. If the Federal Government 
shall confine its operations to matters clearly Fede- 
ral, and in which all of us have a common interest, 
no collision could possibly arise. It is only whea 
they assume doubtful powers not expressly sranted; 
when they (who lUone possess practically tne pow- 
er to make it) reAise " to appeal to the source of 
power," which Gen. Jackson well considers " a» 
the most sacred of all our obligations"— that it 
could even become necessary that a State should 
interpose " for arresting the progress of the evU." 
until such time as (according to the idea of Mr. 
Jefferson) " a Convention assembled at the call of 
Consress, or two-thirds of the States, thould decide 
to which they mean to give an authority claimed by 
two of their organs." In an extreme case like 
this, there is no other possible remedy, and it does 
appear to me that the existence of this right will be 
found indispensable to the preservation of the re- 
served rights of the State, though its exercise 
ought to be, and will be restrained by all the con- 
tiderations of prudence and of natriotism, which 
must make it the interest, as it will be the duty of a 
State, not to take such high ground, until the only 
nl^rnative left is to assume it, or " to submit to a 
Ooremment without limitation of power."* It does 

* Mr. Madison in his Report thus describes the 
casejs which he supposes would call for the interpO' 
sition " " ' ' * 
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m of a State " to avert the progress of usurpa- 
." Ist. "Where the violation of theConsUtu- 
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.appear to me^ in the language of Mr. Madison's. 
Report ** that if the deliberate exercise of powers 
pal{yably withheld bj the Constitution, could not 
justify the parties to it, to interpose even so far as 
to arrest the progress of the evil, and to maintain 
.the rights ana liberties appertaining to the States, 
as parties to tiie Constitution, and thereby to pre- 
f erve the Constitution itself, there would l>e an end 
to all relief from usurped power." Thisj)ower may 
be liable to abuse, tho* while the Constitution shall 
be expounded fairly, and justly administered — 
and the Union shall be felt as a common blessing, 
I hardly consider it possible that it should be a- 
bused, but however that may be, it is certainly less 
liable to abuse than the power claimed on the other 
band for the federal government; it is less liable to 
abuse than tiie power daily exerted by a bare ma- 
jority of the Judges of the Supreme Court of annul- 
ling, not only the acts of Congress, but of every 
State in the Uniion — and it is moreover indispensa- 
Jbly necessary for the preservation of the reserved 
jrights of the States and of the people, unfoss it is 
intended that these shall be helid at the mercy of 
the Federal Government. 

I will put a strong case and let gentlemen point 
out if they .can the "ri^tful remedy," according to 
their pruiciples. The x'reasury being 611ed by tax- 
es imposoA^pon you, under all the forms of the con- 
stitution, the money is appropriated to purchase the 
freedom of your slaves, for the purpose of coloni- 
zing them in Africa. You are to be paid for your 
property with money drawn from your own pockets, 
until the money is exhausted, and your property 
gone! What is the remedy ? According to the prin- 
ciples advocated on the other side, it is your duty to 
submit. The Supreme Court has no jurisdiction 
over the Act levying the tax (for like the Tariff, it 
purports to be for revenue,) nor over that appropria- 
ting the money. The Federal Government has de- 
cided the law to be constitutional — ^it has been sanc- 
tioned by the will of a majority, (the supreme law) — 
the State has no right 'i;o judge of the infraction,** 
or "to interpose its authority," in any way — what 

tion shall be of a nature danserous to IhegrtaApw^ 
poses for which it was established." 2d. It must be 
a case " not obscure and doubtful, but plaui and; 
palpable," And lastly, it must be a case " stampt 
■witn deliberate consideration, aad Jinal adherence 2^*^ 
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then? — You are bound to submit* — Nb, say gentle- 
men, you must rebel — you have still *^the ngbt of re- 
beUioH" left,— a "sovereign State'*guiltyorW6e0u»»! 
Thus you see, gentlemen, that it comes to this, that 
a State, or the people of a State, have no means 
left of preserving the rights expressly ifeservedto 
them by the terms of the compact, but by incurring 
the guilt and meriting the fate of traitors, unlets in- 
deed their treason shall be sanctified by 8ucces82.and 
the free citizens of a sovereign State have preciisely 
the same remedy for the preservation of their con- 
stitutional rieht, as the slaves of some eastern des- 
potism— rcW/ion / 

Leaving this topic,. I proceed to make a few brief 
remarks in relation to the course which the Repre- 
sentatives from South-Carolina have* found them- 
selves called upon to pursue. From the session of 
*23, '24, when tne " American System," in its two 
branches of the Tariff ahd Internal Improvement, 
became, as we have been told, the settled policy of 
the country, your Representatives have been com- 
pelled to struggle with fearful odds, and under the 
most discouragmg circumstances, asainst measures 
which the people of South-Carolina bad in their pri- 
mary assemblies denounced as " unconstitutional, 
oppressive and unjust," and which the Legislature, 
after repeated remonstrances and protests, had so- 
lemnly declared to be "so gross a violation of the 
rights of the people, and so palpable a U8urpatk)n of 
powers not granted, that the measures to be porsa- 
ed consequent on a perseverance in this syttem, 
were purely questions of expediency, and not of al- 
legiance ," and that "they tirere only then restrain- 
ed from the assprticND of we soeerei^ rigku of the 
State, by the hope that tlie magnanimity andjustice 
of the good people of the Union, would effect an a- 
bandonment of a system partial in its nature^ unjust 
in its operation, and not within the powers delegated 
to Congress."* Instructed, Gentlemen, as your 
Representatives have been, to maintain tneiM senti- 
ments, they have endeavored to support them •with 
afideli^due to the expression of the deliberate opi- 
nions <n their constituents, and a zeal proportioned 
to their conviction of their truth and, importance. 
They bave,nevertheless, been condemned to witneili 
the repeated failure of all their exertions : their ap- 
peals to the "magnanimity and justiceVof their bretn- 

■ "^ Resolution of December, 1828 
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ren have been made in vain, and they have been left 
U!ider the painfal conviction of the truth of Mr. Jef- 
fer!«Qn's assertion, that reason and argument in op- 
position to this system of legalized plunder, might 
J u!<t as well have been addressed '* to the marble 
columns iviiich surround our legislative halls.*' We 
K&ve been compelled, Gentlemen, to see the system 
oS^nposiSj def:-igned by the Constitution for raising 
revenue, openly perverted to the purpose of laying 
the a^culture aiid commerce <^ the country, ai^ 
espeeially oCthe Southern States, under contribu- 
tion to the manufacturers. We have seen the system 
of Internal Improvement^ which came recommended 
to ns by the fair promise of unnumbered blessings, 
degraded- into a ^^disgraceful scramble" for the pub- 
lic money, and threatening speedily to become in the 
Krophetic language of Mr. Jefferson, '' a source of 
oundless patronage to the£xecutive, of jobbing to 
members of Congress anolheir friends, and a bot- 
tomless abyss of public money -^a source of eternal 
aeramble among the txiembers who can get most mo- 
ney wasted in their St<ites,and in which ikey viilget 
most who are meanest."* We have been constrained 
to see and to feel, that tlie whole course of affairs, 
the entire tendency of thinsrs, was to add • by con- 
struction to the power of the Federal Government, 
to assume an unwarrantable jurisdiction over our 

{Persons and our property, by "organizing the whole 
abor and capital of the country'*— controlling our 
pursuits of industry, and attempting to bring about 
tu artificial equality, by transferring the profits of 
the Southern nlnoter to more favored portions of the 
community. Your Representatives seeing these 
things passing every day before their eyes, and hnv- 
Anx no power to arrest their progress, have felt it 
toioe their duty from time to time fniihfnUy to warn 
you of flie actual state of- affairs. They have expos- . 
ed to you the true character and extent of the oiflS- 
eulties, which Snrrcund you; and have told you 
frankly of the entiro, failure'of their ntrabst efforts 
to avert the<*e evil?. If standing as •• sentinels on 
the watch tower" of your rif^hts and liberties, tbey 
had told yon thnt " all was well," while the enemy 
:|va9 undermiuing the very f'Mimiationsof the citadel, 
they might have reposed iu pence ; but yoi would 
have been roused up when i\\e, enemy was'upon you, 

* Mr. Jefferson's letter to Mr. Madison of March 
7th, 1776. 
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and when all of your efforts to avert the evils of a 
" cousolidated government," would have been io 
vain. 

Your Representatives, Gentlemen, (I say it proud- 
Iy,Wee/ that they koffe doTte their duty ; what remains 
to be done, it is for you, and uotfoi* them to decide. 

This gloomy {ucture of our aitkirs is brightened 
but by a solitary gleam of light, arising from the re- 
^ jection, by the Executive, of the Maysville Road. — 
" Yes, Gentlemen, the man who had '' filled the mea- 
sure of his country's glory," has once more thrown 
himself into the breach — has once more bared his 
noble bosuni in do ence of the Constitution and of 
our liberti«>.s, against those who, though regardless 
-^ of the '* beauty,^^ are intent upon the " hooiy^^ of 

the country,— and God grant, that now as then, the 
invaders may be driven lt>ack, *^ discomfited and dis- 
gMced." 

Ven. Jackson in putting hjs veto upon the Mays- 
ville Road Bill has opened to the Southern States 
the first dawning of returning hope. The reduction 
of the duties upon salt and molasses and a few other 
articles, though a measure just in itself,as lessening 
the burdens of the people, and cnlculnted in some 
small degr :e to -weaken the ties which bind the mem- 
bers of the American system party together, fur- 
niiilios in my opinion no ground for any cunfident ex- 
pectation, that the system will be broken up,^espe- 
cially i»i the face of the overwhelming majority by 
which Mr.McDuffie*s motion to repeal the Tarira of - 
IS'^8 and l«'>i4 was voted down in the House of Re- ^ ■ 
preseutatives. But the rejection of the Maysville v 
Road, if it can be viewed as a pledge that no work 
of Intornai Iiiiprovement is to be prosecuted during 
the administration of the present fcixecutive, may be ^ 

hailed us tiie most auspicious rvent whieh iias taken, 
pla^i^ti ^'-6 history of the country for years past. If 
' we can be permitted to indulge the hope, that the 

Tariif and Internal Improvements, heretofore united 
in the unholy bands or an unlawful wedlock, are now 
to be dicorrrrf, — if those nre to be "nut asunder," 
whom God has not *'■ joined together," then indeed 
is ijere cause for rejoicing; for without claiming to 
hi' a ** Prophet or the son of a Prophet," I think I 
may pn^dict that the Tariff will not long survive the 
death of Internal Improvement. United for unholy 
ends, and f^ubsistingby mutual plunder, it can hard- 
. ly be doubted that a separation will be the destruc- 
tion of both. Lei us then on this occasion pour 
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forth the acknowledgements of a nation^s gratitade 
to the author of this good. Great as are the claims 
of Gen. Jackson to the gratitude of his country, this 
act has given him new titles to our regard. On no 
occasion of his eventful life, has he displayed a more 
generous disregard of all selfish considercJiion, more 
exalted patriotism, or more heroic courage, uid 
should this prove to be only Ike first step in a coarse 
which is to restore the Constitution to its original 
principles, and bring back the government to a sound 
and wise policy, th« name of Jackson will go down 
to posterity as the Washington of " his day and ge- 
neration." But it does appear to me, that though 
this act on the part of the President ought to be 
hailed with acclamation by every lover of his coun- 
try, it can furnish no apology for an abandonment 
by us, of the great cause of State Rights. Now when 
the enemy is in confusion and dismay, are we^y 
laying down our arms to enable him to rally, andK- 
turn with renovated vigor to the conflict. If we are 
satisfied with the rejection of the Maysville Road, 
we can hardly hope for other and greater triumphs. 
Besides, who can tell, whether the President will be 
sustained in the perilous conflict in which he has 
engaged. Already do we find his advocates in the 
West vindicating his course,on the ground that "the 
American system" is still to be maintained by the 
administration in all its vigor, and pointing to the 
message they adduce, in support of tneir atisertion, 
the language of the President Which mstains iJie 
Tariffs on uie grounds " of its consistency witb the 
letter and spirit of the constitution — of its origin be- 
ing traced to the consent of all the parties to uie ori- 
ginal compact, and of its having the support and ap- 
probation of the majority of the people," while witn 
regard to Internal Improvement, they point triumph* 
nntly to "the admission in the message of tho#|ght 
of appropriating money to Roads ana Canals of a 
national eharaeier. Language like this coming from 
such a quarter, is certainly calculated in some de- 
gree to chasten the exultation and joy with which 
this act of the President's has been received by the 
Southern States. 

But I have trespassed. Gentlemen, too long upon 
your patience, and must hasten to a close. Let me 
say, then, in conclusion, that I do conscientiously 
believe, that the assertion of the principles I have 
vindicated, is essential to the great eause of State 
Rights, though I believe the abandonment by Souft- 
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Carolina of the grounds solemnly assumed and rc' 
peatedly aTowed oy our legisiature,wUl amount to an 
unconditional surrender of those principles. I 
wish not to be understood as indicating any particu- 
lar course as proper to be pursued ory the 
State at this time, and under existing circum- 
stances. As one of the representatives of South- 
Carolina^ I have at all times strenuously advocated 
these prmeiples. and to the best of my ODility, faith- 
fully maintained the rights and interests confided to 
my care. Further than this, I have not felt myself 
authorized to go ; to the people, and to them aionei 
it belongs to decide, both now and at all times here- 
after, how far and how long it is their interest or 
their dut^ to submit to acts of the Federal Govern- 
ment, which all feel to be a violation of their consti- 
tutional rifhts. For my single seU^ I am free to 
declare that I cherish a sincere and aiHient devotion 
to the Union, and that to preserve it inviolate, I 
would willingly lay down my life. But the union 
which I revere, and which is dear to my heart, is 
founded on the-eonstitntion of my count^. It is a 
Constitutional Union, which we are sworn to "»re- 
servet protect, and defend." I may be mistaken, 
fetlow-citizens, but I have always believed, that 
nothing is wanting to secure the success of our 
cause, out union iU kome-^ such harmony of feeling 
and unity of action, as shall carry to the minds of 
our oppressors the eonoietion, that we are tn eamegt'— 
that we ** know our rights, and knowing, dare main- 
tain them." And if, Gentlemen, we are destined to 
fail, and the Bouik is to be drawn down firom that 
** high and (lalmy state" of prosperity, dignity, and 
renown, which sne has so long and so proudly occu- 
pied — if she is destined to be humbled in the very 
dust before her oppressors, 1 shall live and die in the 
belief, that the calamity will have been brought 
upon her, because her citizens have not been true to 
Mem«e/0e»— because we have listened to the voice of 
those who have no common sympathies with us— or 
who have an interest in perpetuating the abuses un- 
der which we suffer, or who from unreasonable ap- 
prehensions of imaginary dangers, will have palsied 
the hearts, and shaken tlie constancy of their eoun- 
trymen. 

But whatever may be the course of South-Carolina, 
at the present crisis, it is my determination to stand by 
her side. When I shall be found acting with her reet- 
f^rSf or enlisted under the banner of her enemies^ may 
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meaiuraa ; bnt should sb"err,TBbal'l not bJ"he 4- 
crenni son to join in Ibe eiultatian of her eDemies. 
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thronghgood report and throDgh oil report— I ao 

8. JiAn C. CnMoiin— With ananllied pntriotism 
and iplendid genius he is worthy of the highest ho- 
nors of his country, bnt he would scorn to purchase 
them at the expense of the interest and principles of 
South Carolina. [G cheers. 

After the President had given the following Toast 
the lat Vice President, (M^or HtHiLTON) rose and 

"riontlemen, when you see thi^ Toast in print, it 
nid be marhed with inverted commas. It isaToast 
qnoted from those given on a recent occasion at a 

Enblic dinner given to ourdtstingiiiii'hed and estima- 
te fellow citizen. Joel K. Poinsett, our late Minister 
to Itleiico. Thij Toast sluch in somebody's throat 

pany can go it. Is there one in this Bssembly thM 
gains nay this) The ([lowing exnttatioD of your 
CDuuteoances tells nie ' ^o. Not one.' " 

9. Our DelegaliBn ia Congrtm—" Their effartt 
havt de$ereedaad ai/i achieve tucceu." [6ceeers. 

This Tonst w.-is drunh with tremendous cheers. 

ID. Our Stnior fenalor WilHam Smilh~We honor 
his steady and able support of the rights of the 

11. Slepiea D. MiSer— la feeling acutely tbe 
wrongs of :^Duth Carolina, he has expressed a sensi- 
bility which becomsa her Ctaief Uagistrale. 
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12. Oearffe McDuffie—Vfiih the soul and touguo of 
Patrick Henry, he has interpreted to the infatuated 
Belshazzar the hand-writing on the wall. 

[6 cheers. 

13. Tlie Women of South Carolina — Among the 
liest and fairest of their kind. — They will have no 
heart for kim who has no heart for hir, 

[3 cheers. 
VOLUNTEERS. 
By Henry L. Pinckney, President of the Day.— 
Mr. P. said that as the toast of our distinguished Re- 
presentative had heen suggested by the decorations 
of the room, he would bee leave to borrow another 
from the same source. He then gave — 

" Liberty — The ConsUtuium — Union." 

Col. Cunningham, Chairman of the Committee of 
Arrangements,then submitted to the meeting.on be- 
half of the Committee, the following sentiment, 
which was received with the utmost enthusiasm. 

Lnnffdon Cheves : In returning to South Caroli- 
na, he orings back with him a heart which is true to 
her rights and which feels for her wrongs. 

After the cheering had subsided, Mr. Cheves rose 

and addressed the company as follows — 

Gentlemen: — V« u hnvedone me numore thaii jus* 
tice in supposing tb<itl hnve returned to mv nntive 
state with the f-e lings you have attributed to me.— 
But it is no merit in me to have done so. It would 
be foul and unnatural were 1 to feel otherwise. It is 
nevertheless gratifyipg to me to lenrn that my fel- 
]ow-citizen!< believe that I feel as I ought to do nnd 
thiit '*my heart in in its r\ji\i\ place." I have fre- 
quently, on recent occasi ns poured forth my 
thanks find my gratitude for you* kindness and I 
■hall not therefore repeat them at this time. 

It is impo8>ible that .my loyal citizro^ of South 
Caroiiiia, whether native or adopted, can look on the 
decay and prostration of his country without grief 
and indignation, vet there is a joy pergonal to my- 
self, mingled with these pninfulsympaihies, wbirh 
1 indulge in returning among you. It is, that I come 
now to share a common fate with }ou in your mis- 
fortunes nnd vufferiitgs as I shared formerly with 
you in your joys and your prosperity. I left \ou 
exulting and nourishing in the common glory and 
common g'entoesaof a common and united coun- 
try. 1 reloru to you when you are bowed down and 
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bmnbled, before a portion of tbat country, to eulu- 
dirI suflferitiff, dependf nee and degrnd ti n. 

Yes, CienHenieD, what ie the condition of this atate 
and of all the Southern iStatea, but one of colonial 
Hufferinie, dependence and dixgruce ? 

There are bo laeo than seven SoTereifcn States 
wbo(i« principal Agricultural »Staples require a for- 
eign market to be of any value. Tlieir pursuits, at 
thef^ame time» »re exclusively Agricultural and 
these the only articlen which can give value to the 
cultivation of the soil. The actual legislation by 
which theae interests are bound and controlled, in- 
stead of cherishii-g them, by focilitating the enji y- 
ineut %'f a foreign market, denies the profitubie 
possession of that market ncd destroys the value 
of all I he great products of your soU. If this were 
tofoster any other interests of the same region of 
country, th^re would at least be a mitigating pre- 
tax' for leeis'ation apparently so extraordinary. 
But the motive of it is av«iwedly to encourage the 
industry and prompt '* the distinct and separate in- 
teres's of another clime and another people. By 
whom ure these luw" enacted ? Have you partici- 
pated? No. From whose logislaiive will dtUhey 
di- rive (heir efficacy? From yours? not in the 
smnllent degree. Nut one vote of all the Repre- 
sentatives in both Houses of Congress, from at least 
six Sovereign St;ites, in immeaiate junction and 
connexion, was given in support of the passage of 
these liws, and their legislative voice was only, 
heard in protests against their injustice and uncon- 
stitutionality. They were enacted by a legislative 
will (in every just political and moral sense affect- 
ing the fuhj'ict) of a Foreiffn People! In every such 
seu<>e, a people' as distinct and separnte from you 
(and (veographically too as far from you) as those of 
Canada. 

If the burthens imposed by these laws, when col- 
lected in the shape of revenue, w^re returned, in 
the expenditures of government, to the people who 
bear them, they woum have some semblance of the 
legislation of a people self governed, but the vast 
revenue exacted by them from the suffering States, 
is expended in the States by whose power and 
whose pleasure it is imposed. This is of all 
the effects of bad legislaticm. the most afflict- 
ive and destroying. As well might the blaz- 
ing orb of day, when sent to warm us, drink up, as 
it does, the moisture of the soil, and the providential 
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dewi of night not retam it, and yet the fractifica 
tion of the earth and the gathering of its fhiita be 
hoped for, as to expect a conntry to thrive where a 
larse revenue is collected and spent abroad. 

Now, how would you define a Colonial condition ? 
I would say it presented a people (no matter under 
what forms of gjOTernment) woo were controlled in 
their great interests by the legislatlTe will of a peo- 
ple geographically ana politically distinct from them. 

How, again, would you define an unjust and op- 
pressive colonia] government f I would say, that a 
government which made laws destroying the inter- 
ests of the dependent State was such a government. 
If I wished to definie a worse government^ I would 
say, that, where such laws were made with a view 
to promote exclusively the interests of the govern- 
ing people, the character was abundantly made out; 
and, if I wished to go further and to describe one 
undbr which a country must wither and perish, I 
would only add, that a vast reyenue should be col- 
lected in the country in question, and spent abroad ! 

I have made the analysis and put the facts side 
by side, that you may run the parallel, and, having 
done so, say, whether the condition of this 3tate, 
and of all the Southern States, is not ope exhibiting 
all the essential evils of colonial dependence ? Are 
you less colonial than Canada, for example ? The 
great interests of that country, it is true, are con- 
trolled by the legislative will' of Great Britain, 
which has the risht, according to received notions of 
national' law, to do so. But so are you governed by 
a people equally distinct from you, except as you and 
they are connected by institutions, legal ana moral, 
social and charitable, which forbid the exercise of 
such a power. But their peculiar interests are fos- 
tered — yours are oppressed. They receive boun- 
ties — you pay penalties. The burtnens the peopl« 
of that country bear are light — yours are enormous, 
llie revenue collected from them is spent among 
them. That which you pay is spent abroad. 

Let us now look a little into the spirit and manner 
in which the power of which we complain, is exer- 
cised. For this purpose one or two examples will 
suffice. A very distinguished representative from 
this State, (Mr. McDume] on whom you have just 
bestowed a high and merited eulogium, standing at 
the head of the highest Committee of the House of 
Representatives, reported to the House, as an act of 
that Conmnttee, a Bill, intended for the purpose of 
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ei^iamininff and considering some of the ereat que** 
tioM of wnich the Southern states complain. One 
of the complaints set forth, it will be recollectedi in 
tiie Declaration of Independence, was that in jonr 
former colonial state, your petitions weredisjtegard- 
ed. Let us now see how our present govemors treat 

{four present efforts to be heard. Contrary to all Par- 
iamentary usage, before a word is said in support or 
in explanation of a measure of such grave im|K)rt- 
ance, so solemnly introduced, a member rises, anti- 
cipates the organ of the Committee, and moves a 
question (and it is sustained by -the House) which 
precludes all debate, and deciaesthe main question 
m the negative. There is not, I fearlessly say, a 
parallel for this proceeding in the legislation of any 
free people in modern times. I ch^Ienj^e an inves* 
tigation of the proceedings of the British Parlia> 
ment, of Congress and of the Legislatures of the 
seyeral States of the Union, with the ped»ct con- 
viction, that no parallel can be found in them for 
this outrageous proceeding. But this was not e« 
nough. Your degradation was to be doubled by rer 
petition and increased by wanton insult. 

A distinguished member from Virginia, (Mr. P. P. 
Barbour) when the BvffeUo Road Bill was, I be- 
lieve, indefinitely postponed, a decision which pass- 
ed it over for the session, and was equivalent to a 
rejection, ventured to express his joy, that a great 
evil had been, at least for a time, averted. This 
was contumacy not to be borne, but to be punished. 
On the next day a motion was made for reconsider- 
ation, and this audacious act of the member from 
Virginia assig^aed as the reason, which was carried 
and the Bill laid upon the table, in a state in which 
it could at any moment be called up, but not at all 
with this view, but simply to say to the dtstin^uish- 
ed mover, slave ! you shall not even rejoice in our 
forbearance. 

p It is not for an humble individual like me to anti- 
cipate legislative wisdom, nor to suggest the time 
and manner in which a remedy for these evils is to 
be sought, but, for myself as a private citizen, I 
declare my belief that they present a state of ^in^s 
not to be borne, and which ought to be resisted, m 
some wa^ or manner, at any and every hazard. I 
cannot forbear, however, to add one idea on this 
subject. 

This is a great southern question, in which South 
Carolina is no more interested than the rest of the 
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•oothern states. She may or she mat not produce a 
few bales of cotton and a. few barrels of rice itiore 
than some other states, but this certainly does not 
Bu^ent the interest she feels in it nor lessen that 
which tiliey indulge. I'he question with all of them 
involves great |»ecuniary and great public rights- 
no less than the sreat rights offree and independent 
government. We cannot, therefore, either in policy 
or justice, in my opinion, act without seeking or a- 
waiting their co^q^ration. This is the more im> 
periously our duty, if we rely upon their tco-opera- 
tion in any difficulties which may involve the em- 
ployment of national forces I therefore deprecate 
a separate action, on the part of this state, at this 
time, as premature and impolitic. In accordance 
with these principles, I will, with your leave, give 
the following toast: 

**8<nUhem Righu and Souihem Wrongs, — Momen- 
tous questions, on which the action of the States 
aggneved should be instant and conatant, but always 
together." 

Col. Cunningham then offered, on behalf of the 

Committee of Arrangements, the following toast, 

which was also received with long-continued and eii* 

thusiastic cheering :— , 

The Hon, James HaaniUon. — His State will never 
forget his efforts in her behalC She waits the oppor- 
tumty of confiding to him hef first office. 

When the cheering with which this toast was ac- 
companied had ceased. Major Hamilton addressed 
the company as follows : — 

JF'dloufCUizens, — I thank you most cordially for 
the sentimeqit you have just expressed, which has 
been received by those assembled here in a manner 
calculated infinitely to enhance the difficulties of my 
making you an acknowledgement which wonld in 
any degree do justice to my own feeliugs, if I were 
even so vain as to suppose ( conld^pay this tribute 
to your goodness. My self-love diail, however, not 
transcend my gratitude. I must refer the largest 
portion of the compliment you have paid me, to that 
kind partiality witn which I have oeen uniformly 
cherished by my friends and fellow citizens in thiB 
community ratlier than to any poor or humble me- 
rits of my own. 
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In tklf wmtiiiiest, joa h*xe beca f lea«c«l. I pve- 




eMarU imn%» witli it no reeoOectianft bnt thojc of 
ifipeomStare aul regret. I was little else than tke 
WKtraifin;^ and jneflrrtnil witness oCluyw mneh jowr 
ri^Srtscoud be Tiolate4» and yonrirtnests iajpred 
witiioiit the piw i M i ty of prerentiiMi or icdireaa. . 

Geatleoien, I was eomparatiTely a joan^ ""^ 
when by the generoas confidence cifaB adjoining dia- 
thtXt 1 was «ent to Congress. 

At this oeriodf I do not beDere tiiere was an indf- 
Tidaal in this Union more tboroogfaly and enthnsias- 
tieaUy national in his politics than myseUl I went 
fa the immediata centre of the acticm of the Federal 
GoTernmeot wKh erery prepossession in its fiivor. 
I had taken op somewhat on tnist,widioat mach ex- 
amination, hot with no other than the purest mo- 
HfM, opinions in some respects (bat with what L 
Ubiea sanposed proper guards) calculated to snstam 
tome of its impkea powers. There was soittethia|; 
m the pietiire of a magnificent goYerament, inTinci- 
!^ in war, be&eficCTt in peace, holding in exact 
equipoise the scales of jastic», presiding over aU,. 
fostaining all, protecting all, with neither ue power 
Bor incliaatioo to do injary to any, well calculated 
to fascinate the imagination of a yoon^ man whose 
ectimates of life were as sangoine as his knowledge 
was imperfect and limited. I was not, however, 
lonff at the great federal laboratory withcmt disco- 
▼ermff some radical defects in the ]Mae^k»iI opera- 
tion of its mechanism — some omens of unister im- 
Krt, which satisfied me, that those who had 
en invoking unceasing watchfiilness and jeal- 
ousy on the part of the States over the j^eneral 
government, were the trustworthy centinels pf 
our liberty, that their challenges on the ramparts 
were the true and faithful watchwords r^nd if tbey 
did not cry in a dark and starless night, ">4/r» tp«ff,^* 
it was because, indeed, all was not well ! In confess- 
ing this error of my first political impressions, I am 
influenced quite as much by ad^sirexif doing^iustice 
to the wisdom, and honor to the motives of those 
who. from the commencemtnt of the operation of 
our lederal system, have uniformly thought its high- 
est peril, as well as its greatest tendency, was to 
consolidation, as to put my own opinions beyond ca- 
tB or dispute. In short Gentlemen, during the last 
four years of my service in Congress, I wHnessed 
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enough to eonvince me, that, practicidly, the gov- 
enunent of this confederacy was notniiig more or 
less than an organ of indefinite powen admirably 
used (if not contrived) for the purpose ot taxing oijub 
portion of the Union, with the viewof distribiiti]||; wi 
exactions in another ; and that, under a leagued UD^ 
copartnership between the Tariff and Internal Im- 
provement parties, monopoly was to be given to the 
one, and the fruits of the taxation necessary. tO 'H^ 
cui'e that monopoly, to the other. 

I thought I perceived, a^ I think I do now, in tKis 
corruption, the seeds of the dissohition of this U- 
nion, sowed broad-cast, and about to terminate Wfth 
a rank luxuriance. That man must he far gone in 
Utopian visions, who supposes that a confederate go- 
vernment like ours, can violate, if you please, even 
the spirit of the compact, for the pwrpose of asuqi- 
ing powers of internal lesislation atnon^ the States, 
when the object of such usurpation is to jgive.to 
sheer plunder the forms of law, without term matii^ 
in a rapacious despotism over the minority, and in 
a thorough corruption of the (>ublic spirit of &ose 
who are the favored objects of this unlawful booty. 
We have been told that that government is the 
worst which, with the forms of a free, has the ends 
of an arbitrary government. Wliether ours has 
reached this condition, let the signs of th^ present 
crisis determine. 

In such a state of things, I leave you to decide, 
how hopeless must have been the efllorts of those, 
who in scorning to unite in such a system of free- 
booting, by the very fact of their daring to lift up 
their voices against it, only excited our oppressors 
to fresh acts of injustice. 

Here, Gentlemen, I should be inclined to con- 
clude, if your kmd reference to the fact of my hav- 
ii^g been put in noniination for an office of honons 
and trust, did not render it necessary for me to tres- 

Fass for a few moments on your goodness. Whilst 
have not, nor do I intend to make this office the 
object either of my solicitation or avoidance, I am 
nevertheless desirous to shun no public question. Irjr 
which the State may pass upon the important in- 
quiry of how far my opmions may render it safe lor 
her to confide to me the privilege of consulting wiA 
her legislature, and the responsibility of executing 
her laws. 

To avoid all misconstruction, I wUl begin. Gentle- - 
men, b^ throwing my opinions in the form of a creed, 
by which I am willing to stand the issue. ^ 

*3 



1 belicTe tbe Tariff to be " a palpaWe, dtHbtralr 
■Dd dattgennu TiolalJon of Ihe ConaliluliDn," tlii: 
more daiiEeraaa and tbe more insutting. because 
UirDUgh sTraud upon the text of that mslruneat, it 
abuaei the letter nhilat it Bagitiausly infracts the 



the South, and what is vastly more mamentoas, of 
indireet taxatioD, by the diminishing the price and 
demand of oar (taples, consequent an the los« of oar 
Ibreign trade, which will be utterly end irretriera- 



believe that the GeOMal Government hni no 
to tax the toyereign States of this Canlede- 



tacy, except to gia; its debts and just expcncr , 
to protide for tbe common defence nod general 
tare in tbeir moat compreheiisirt seme. 

I believe it hai no subsiaalijK power to prose 



have marked, practically, the use andjubase of this 
power, would forbid, on every principle ofsoundmo- 

Df seemingly necessary or direct iropiicution. 



n whicli, wbijst it covers as wiui 
nnutterable disgrace, entails upon our posterity in- 

Believing al[tfaej<e tbings, and that allproipectof 
relieffrom oar oppressors is bopelesa, I bcKeve that 
the South aught and must resist. 

Gcatlemen, an eminent authority, no teTolutiona* 
ly iocendiary or anarchist, the njOat KiRed oppo- 
neat the Freucb revolution ever bad, has said, "That 
no commodity will bear a duty of three pence, or 
will bear a penny.when the general feelings of men 
■re irritated.aud (wo millions of people ore resolved 
not to pay. The feelings of the Colonies were foT- 
merly the feulinas of (Trent Britain. Theirs were 
brmerly Ihe feelings of 11r. Hampden, wlien cnlled 
upon to pay 30 shillings. Would 30 sbillincs have 
' rained Hr. Hampden's fortune I No— bnt tbe pny- 
. Bant of half 30 shillingt, on (he principle it wns de- 
■■'-■' Tould Lave made tiim aslaie." And so say 
MBters not whether jour duties 'he one 
tr twenty-five per cut, when they are ds- 
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manded oatlM principle ofprotectiotiy and not rete* 
nue^ the Soutn is equally a stave* 

It may be asked ** ought and, must resist." How^ 
by disunion and civil war? No, never, without those 
calamities are inflicted upon us by the sanguinary 
despotism and obstinate injustice of our oppressors. 
What then^by what mode and measure of remedy 
and redress ? Let the authorities of the sovereign 
States that pay this tribute, answer this question on 
the solemn responsibilities which they are under, to 
a suffering and indignant people. Let them consult 
an enlightened forecast, a teniperate» firm and sus- 
taining fortitude. Let them look back on the prin- 
ciple, canonized by the blood of innumerable mar- 
tyrs in our revolution. Let them look into the prin- 
ciple which we supposed was solemnly guaranteed 
by our compact, and let them look forward to the 
awful consequences of neglecting to protect, and 
forever defend these principles, which are unto us 
more than life, *' the duties of life themselves.'* Do 
we promise more than she will perform when we 
say. To this appeal South-Caroiina is ready to re- 
spond ? 

Gentlemen, a distinguished political philosopher, 
on the other side of the water, has said, "that the 
dangers of liberty can never be greater from any 
caosci than they are from the remissness of a people 
to whose personal vigour, every constitution as it 
owed ita establishment, so it must continue to owe 
its preservation." 

This relaxation of the public spirit in some quar> 
ters,is certainly one among the alarming signs of the 
times. Buf perfect unanimity is not to be expected 
on a question of such infinite importance as the so- 
lemn issue which the tributary States mtut make up 
with the General Government. I say must make up, 
tat you may take it as a position susceptible of the 
most rigid historical demonstration, that no despot 
in an arbitrary, and no despotic majority in a go- 
vernment calhnx itself free, will voluntarily surren- 
der the power of unlimited taxation. You must car- 
ry your appeal from their justice to interests that 
are ultimate in their character, if a superiority of 
physical force should protect them from the influence 
of fear. 

As to the mode of making up this issue with' the 
general govemment,there may be an honest difgs- 
ence of opinion among those who are neverth^IaMl 
thoroughly united in 4he conviction that weiaWT 
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tlM smt rirkt ofmutaMMt vhat M 
■flt of l»« TalM, the ri^t of m. State jpeacedUy to 
•ecc^iefroM tte Uaios. Brt tar cmt thiK, centie- 
meia, I viD fiedge mj lifie, that whatever m feca c e 
of opiBMMi there »aj he h el w ccii o«r friewl 
and those who hare hsUmid to hiai — withBoiie 
other than leelin^ of the most respectlU eonsiderar 
tion and ardent attachment— when Snath Caro- 
lina doe* ad, he viU he fiMUid in the van of the 
confliet — sastaining onr connsels, hj thn retonreea 
of his fine inteUeet and character, maA. aianiig oar 
strogeles bj the deToted valor <^his ehivalrons sfd- 
fit. I es, Eoy life qdoo it, when the Hme 4me» eame^ 
ifhis yeiof were fed by a sprinc as rednodant as the 
/ciootain of Aietbasa, be woold ponr oat his blood 
like water to the last drop in defence of this land, 
the spot of bis earliest attachments, and the object 
of his first and undying alleeiance. ^ 

If this ooanimity is not to be expected amon^ ^'^CSl 
fnends, little oagbt we to suppose, that in a crisis Or 
peculiar excitement, when great interests are pre- 
somcd to be at stake, that justice will be done either 
to our opinions or motives, by those who differ from 
us, with the embittered feelings of political rancoor. 
If we are satisfied that we occupy no ground which 
we do not believe to be right, we'mav well afford to 
tolerate a dissent from our views, although that dis- . 
sent should be accompanied by calumny and abuse. 

Let then, those cry disunion against those who 
mean.nothing^ more flian such a reform in the con- 
stitution as wiU prevent disunion. Let them cify, if 
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thev will, nullification against those who think tJmf 
find this doctrine expressly maintained by the au- 
thor of the Declaration of Independence, and impli- 
edly sustained b^ one of the most liistincuishea of 
the architects of our Constitution. Let them raise 
this cry, although no man haa ever put this do<;jtrine 
forth, in any other shape than as a matter fof free 
discussion, which if -true would be sustained, and if. 
false would be abandoned,but for no parpose of party 
discipline or confederation. 

Let them insist, if they will, that there is a party 
bent on disunion; the best answer we can make to 
this unfiranded slander, is, by firm, temperate, and 
unceasmg efibrts to endeavour to save the union, 
by saving the constitution from an unhallowed 
breach and corrupt violation. Let them read to 
us, if they will, long homilies of submission,- for 
the sahitafy purpose of showing, that the ojA^ 
way of securing our institutions from infraction, is 
to quietly submit to one violation of our compact a^ 
ter another, under the feiur, that if we oonstitution- 
ally resist, we shall be crushed, and that our op? 
pressors are mvteih nsore Ekelj tQ be CP>ft§4 bj CS£ 
forbearnice, after they are gorged with our plun- 
der, than.intimidated by our resistance, whilst we 
yet have tne power to resist. To all this, let us tell 
them, their work is very imperfectly done, even at 
second hand : that in the pious discourses of a cer- 
tain learned divine, the Rev. Dr. Sacheverel, of &- 
mous memory, i& the enlightened emays of that dis* 
linguished civilian Sir Robert Filmer, we find tk^ 
doctrines of ** passive obedience and non-resist- 
ance,** drawn throueh the alembic of submAwrion, 
until the crucible yields nothing but pure, nnsophit- 
tieated drops of servility, so soothing, sedative and 
balsamic, tnat ten drops are warranted a dose ttf 
make any man a coward and a slave ! 

But I will continue this odious and disgustfiri 
theme no longer. Let me turn to that part of the 
horizon which gleams with the light of eonsolatioii 
and hope — the morning star breaks from the sha- 
dows of night,flnd rises with cheering lustre. PuUk 
opinion, which does not Ions continue in the path of 
error, begins to discover that South Carolina has 
some pretext for her complaints, some grounds lor 
her remonstrances, and some reasons ror her pro-, 
tests. Oar heroic Chief Magistrate of the Unidn has 
put the seal of his honest and fearless reprobation, 
an a part of the felonies against which she cwnplaiiit 
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tk Nine-tenths of her people are united and firm^ 
With these auspices sbsul we ^ive up the contest? — 
No ! They furnish the highest imaginable incetitives 
to its vigorous find temperate prosecution. 

If in no other form, at least in the steady resist- 
ance of public opinion, in the undying declaration 
that we will not submit, however long forbearance 
may have postponed or may still postpone resistance 
to a violation of the bargain, wnich binds lu toge- 
ther as confederate States. 

FeflQw-Cltizens, ifwe are true to ourselves, we 
must ti*iumph — oar cause rests on the foundations of 
immutable truth and invincible justice ; and our 
success will be si^alized by our fixing, on a sur^r 
basisj the securities and stipulations or the Ck)nsti- 
tution and Union. The page of history beams with 
instructive and consoling lessons, of minorities ob- 
.taining their rights, even in great and arbitrary em- 
pire8,where they have had too muchintellifrence and 
loo much public virtue to abandon them. Need I re- 
fer to the triumph of religious freedom, in our own 
and on a recent daj, which has flashed upon the 
world, after a Ions night of darkness and bi^Dtry ? — 
Need I refer to that spot, which for the beauty of 
its verdure, poetry has called *' the Qreen Isle of 
the Ocean," whicn but for this victory, history 
would have denominated the Island of perpetual 
misery and despair, to invigorate our hopes and 
sustain our confidence ? Has not her triumph 
been*a bloodless one ? Has not bigotry been over- 
thrown, with no other concussion to the British Con- 
stitution, but to add fresh securities to jthe Union of 
England, Scotland and Ireland t Did she owe her 
success to submission or to the solemn and authen* 
tic signs, if justice was denied, of her determination 
to resist ? Let the constancy and bravery of her 
long suffering and gallant people, answer these ques-. 
tions — Yes, let Ireland speak for herself through 
the holy enthusiasm of her genitis ; by the inspira- 
tion of her muse ; by the deep pathos and matchless 
beauty of her Bard, when she tells the world — the 
interdict of the Grave has beeq reversed'—the day has 
come— the Epitaph of Emmet may now be written! 

Let me apply her bright omen ot success to our for- 
tunes, and the example of her spirit for our imitation. 

* The dying injunction of Emmett was, that his 
Epitaph. should not be written until the wrpngs of 
Ins eoui^ry were redressed. 
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Yes, my friends, in makins this applicatioB, we 
will indulge in no gloomy forebodings. We will not 
picture to ourselves the worst edict of exile which 
tyranny can pronounce gainst a su^ring people^ 
an exite which poverty, ruin and desolation compel, 
by an inexorable fiat — God forbid, After such ani 
exile, the first but bitter fruit of an abject submis- 
sion, thjnt some of our descendants should be des- 
tined, in returning, if for nothing else, to visit the 
graves of their fathers, thej should see no signs left 
of a people *' ikatonee teasy ' but these last decaying 
memorials of fondness and afTectloB, and in wan- 
dering amidst them, to be compelled to exclaim-— 



Alas poor country ; 
Almost afraid. to know itself ! It caAnot 
Be called our Mother, but our Grave. 

No ! such a destiny is not in reserve./br ««. Tak- 
ing counsel rather from courage than despair ; ad- 
vancing no claim that is not founded on our rilrht ; 
{rarsuing at once a course of enlightened modera- 
tion and inflexible firmness ; our cause, which is the 
cause of the Constitution, shall triumph. Again 
will fraternal affection bless ^he concord of this 
mighty Union. This city, our venerable parent, tiie 
theatre once of victorious enterprize and generous- 
ly requited industry; the abode of hospitality, 
refinement, and an elelrated publib spirit, will lift 
up its dejected head to receive the renewed 
sunshine of God's chosen Missings. Our fields 
brightened with the verdure of unbounded promise 
and ladened with the fruits of luxuriant harvests, in 
their cheerful aspect, will reflect the prosperity of. 
a contented apd «nt/ei2 people. We knpwtne vahte 
(^ these objects, but let us not misufuUrstand the 
price at which they are to be obtained. 

Can I more appropriately conclude than by offer- 
ing you the following sentiment ? 

** South-Carolina — Wisdom to her counsels ; deci- 
sion to her action; prosperity and honour to her ends." 

By General Hayne : State Rights — ^the only 
sure basis of Corutiiuiional liberty,' " On ««, in the 
Providence of God has been cast the special' guar* 
dianship of the great principle. Shoulu itfaifhere,. 
all hope will be extinguished." 

After the above toast, Barnard E. Bee, Esq. rone 
and solicited permission to offer the following senti- 
ment, w^Mch he &lt assured would be well received. 
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By Barnard E. Bee, Esq— The Author of Brtitus : 
Ardent in the cause of Carolina : uiyustly censured 
** for ir indicating his native southern countiy, to 
which he is attached by no ordinary ties, and in which 
his dust is likely to be mingled, with liiat of father, 
mother, children and firiends.'* 

The toast was received with heartfelt and long 
eontinued plaudits, after which Mr. Turnbull' ad- 
dressed the company as follows:— 

FeAoio CiUzen» — The manner in whleh this toa^t 
has been received merits my wailiiest acknowledge 
ments. I am the more thankful to jou for this dis- 
tinguished mark of your approbation, because it is 
;lbe first public occasion in which my fellow towns- 
men have io dUtincikf honoured it, affirmed the prin- 
ciples of Brutus. 

When, Gentlemen, I first thoujsht of submitting . 
tbeoe principles to the public, I was not insensible oC 
the difficulty and the delicacy of the uoderlaking : 
I was aware that I would have to contend with the 
preconceived opinions of my fellow citii^ns, run- 
ning in a powerful current AgAiu«t me, 9^ that I 
Wtiuld be opposed innu especial manner^ by that 
laudable, constant and ardent devotion to the Federal 
Uniou, for which, "in this State, our citizens have 
been pre-eminently distinguished: I therefore pon- 
de/ed for awhile whether 1 coald proceed^with a hope 
eVeo of usefulness. But when I saw, that in the 
extravagance ofthiir love an d veneration for Union, 
my fellow citizens began to be unmindful of their. 
. sacred allegiance to their own State, and (^their 
liigbduty to themselves; that they ij^adin fact al- 
ready forgottao, that though in commerce, iin ^fpf^ 
in foreign neguciation, and in an uneztinf nishable 
loveoffree'dom, we were a nation one and indivis- 
able; yet, that for all internal purposes, we were so 
nMny separate ynd confederate sovereignties,^ 
then felt it tj be niy duty to step forth and to warn 
my countrymen aeainst those usurpations -of the 
Government, whicn were about tn subvert the hap- 
py -TelationH ia which the States had placed them- 
selves by com:>actf ond|tbus to throw allthe parts of 
this bright and glorious Cotfederacy hitherto so 
concordiiot, iutoan incongruous 4od an inharmtmi- 
ous whole. 

Howfsr 1 have (succeeded in rous;ng our people to 
a sense of the dangers which surrounded them, it 
does not ^ecome me to say: But of this I am'well 
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ttfsnred, that as far as the sentiments of the peopb 
bave been expressed, through their C-ODftitotioiia] 
organ, the Legislature, I have more than thesail» 
tion of nn approving consc.ence for all that I have 
done. My principles have not only been incorpora- 
ted ill the resolutions, r»>mcnstiauci>8and pfotetta 
of our owu Legislaf ure, but they have been adopted 
by of her .Southern l.egisiatureH. V'esGenMemeiiftbe 
conviction daily becomes more &, more d<*eply root- 
ed in the public mind, and it is in vaiin to gainsay it, 
that there is on the pu.t of Congress, a ^eatnuA a 
^<nom^ spirit of usurpatiop, which if Dot orrested, 
must eventuate in the aestructioD of our commerce, 
and in the loss of our liberties. It is utoler the influ- 
ence of this conviction that you bave-f^'^en the stan- 
dard of 8tate lligbtti,unfuried oriatp,eYeli in theCity 
of Washington— unfurled, not in hiistile array, bpt 
in friendship and alliance with the true friends 
of Union, and there to be intwtnedv let ua stUI 
hope, with the Banner of the Constitution. In the 
Halls of Congress you have <een the doctriAe dis- 
tinctly asserted, iiot by our Delegation alone, but 
by members from the Ea^it, and U c^t, that ourFed- 
oral Union 18 a <;<m}/Mi<;< between separate aM in- 
dependent political communities — th:it there are 
NO parties to thtit compnct but SOVEREIGN 
STATES, & that to eachof ibene Sovereign States, 
is reserved tho unalienable rights and upon till of* 
them imposed the Paramount duty, of severnlly pro- 
tecting their citizens, from the oppraesioos of the 
Central Government. 

And whence are these doctrines ? Think ye that 
they originated with the individual who now ad- 
dresses you ? Is it to the author of Brutus that you 
would ascribe the praise ? Would to God, gentle- 
men, that I could boast of such a distinction, or that 
Providence had e:iven me the mind to conceive, and 
the high and ex^uted influence so successfully to pro- 
pagate doctrines and principles, not only involving 
the prosperity and safety ofthis little section of the 
Union ; but on which, the happiness of the unb^vn 
millions of freemen, who are to people this Westarn 
world, must ultimately depend. No, gentlemen, no! 
They emanate from no common mind ; they come 
from authority of the highest order; they flow from 
a fountain to which, whenever you are weary and 
heavy laden with the burden of oppression, you may 
always repair, and there drink of the refreshing 
waters of the spirit of Liberty ) they belong to the 
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author of the Declaration of Indepeudeuce — to that 
Jefferson whom yoa haTe long since canonized, and 
to the the sages and statesmen of that ViRC^NfA 
** who with the Carolina s and Georgia, so fear- 
^saly walked together in the valley of the shadow 
of death, in the war for our independence." 

To Jefferson, then, eive the praise for those doc- 
trines in which alone the conservative power of tfie 
State Sovereignties is to be sought for and found, 
and which havei)een called by way of reproach— 
"The CkwoUna doctrines/' Mine has only been 
the merit of holding up to you, as in a inirror, these 
principles of your great prototype: to place them 
oefore the admiring eyes of his aisciples, in all 
the various positions of light and of shaae of which 
they are susceptible; to illustrate their truth; to 
display their beauty, and to recommend them as be- 
ing adapted, in an especial manner, to the circum- 
stances, the. wants^d above all, to the dometHe 
tranquUHty of the South. In this secondary voca- 
tion alone nas Brutus laboured. He has trodden in * 
Ho path, which had not been hallowed by the foot- 
steps of Jefferson. By no other light has he been 
guided than by the light of his luminous mind. ^'Ik' 
8uch» my fellow-citizens, " is the irresUHbil^ nature 
of truth, that all it asks^ and all it waniSy is the lii- 
BERTY of appearing." I'he Sun needs no inscription 
to distinguish him from darkness ; an<f no sooner, 
therefore, did the " Carolina Doctrines" display 
themselves to our people in their beauty and efful- 
gence, than all those who had been so long gazing" 
on the gaudy trappings and tinseled court dress 
of a consolidated government, felt as it wore a 
shock, and bowed down and acknowledged their 
power, and the citizens of our State began at once to 
^ink, and thinking, next to contemplate redress for 
the violation of their rights, and the a&:gressions up- 
on their sovereignty. True it is, that there are 
thcMie amongst us who, declaiming upon the never 
ending theme ofthe horrors of disunioD,and of British 
alFiance, hope thereby to put out all the ligrhts 
'\<^ich the sun of tree inquiry is now shedding 
throughout our laud, upon the subject of the'sove- 
reign rights of the States ; who, not having one^ 
single spark of the spirit of freedom in their own 
bosoms, and asuiuvorthy of the rich inheritance left 
them by their fathers, as they are unable to meet 
their antagonists in the fair and open field of argu- 
ment, vainly hope to lessen the influence of the "Cd- 






39 

rolina Doctrines," by calling Brutus a foreigner* 
From such an opposition as this, the doctrine of 
State Rights, with the Constitution for its basey and 
Jefferson for its corner sioney has nothitag to fear.—* 
**Instead of sufferingbyit,it receives an homage* The 
more it is struck, the more sparks it will emit ; and 
the fear is, it will not be struck enough. It has no- 
thing to dread from attacks— truth has ^iven it an 
-tstablishment — and time will record it with a name 
as lasting as his own." 

Fellow-Citizens— The atrocious crime of bein^ 
an adopted foreigner, is a charge which I shall nei- 
ther attempt to palliate nor deny. But asmv birth 
place, a circumstance in itself of no moment nas be- 
come so by the public curiosity which has 
been lately awakened concerning it, in conse- 
<|uence of some attacks made upon me in the pub- 
lic prints, it is due to the intreaties of some of my 
friends, and not to any conviction, in my own mind, 
of its necessity, to satisfy their curiosity. Before 
you declared your Imiependence, I was bom a 
North American, South of Mason's and Dixon's line, 
and within the present limits of the United States. 
My father, who was amongst the first colonists of 
SisLst Florida, after its cession to Great Britain, rC 
moved with his family from that Province, (qiy 
birth place) into Ch:irleston, during the Revolution. 
He was friendly to the American cause, and his re- 
moval was attae instance of the most distinguished 
patriots of this city, with whom he lived in a close 
and lasting friendship. The preliminary articles, as 
well as the dejiuitive Treaty of Peace, found me here 
m Charleston achild, and of course recognized me as 
a citizen of the United States. It is now fifty years 
since I first appeared amongst you. From that time 
till the present, I have been domiciled here. No o&- 
er "home, sweet home," have I ever had 1)ut thw 
same city. . JVly first act in manhood was my oath^.to 
scipport the Constitution, first of this State,''and 
next of the United Stages. The supremacy of my al- 
legiance to my first parent, I can never forget. " If 
ere I do forget thee," Carolina, " may my right 
hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember 
thee, may my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth." 

But I scorn, Gentlemen, to make the statements I 
have just given any part of my defence. To the 
charge ofoeing an adopted foreigner, I am willing to 
plead guilty ; and I justify, and I throw myself up 
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Ua.y that I was born, not merely under the 
British King's allmance, as a Colonist, but 
within the sound ot Bow Bell. Ami, on that 
accoun^ to be less appreciated in a coun- 
try which professes to nold out an asylum for' 
the oppressed of all nations ; which throws wide 
open.tne doors of hospitality to all foreigners, kind- 
ly inviting them to come in and partake with them 
of the bread and the refreshments of equal suff- 
rage, toleration and liberty? Think ye, that if 
Providence, instead of burning me with a South- 
ern Sun, had associated me in birth with Locke 
and Milton, Chatham and Fox, and the long line 
of English philosophers, divines, poets and states-- 
men, with whom bur anceistors once so sweet- 
ly drank of the waters of knowledge, liberty, and 
eternal life. Think ye, I repeat, that 1 would shrink 
from the honor of such an association ? Would you, 
my fellow citizens, be disposed to denounce me, if, 
like my honored father, I had drawn my first breath 
amongst that people, who in the age of Trajan and 
the Antonines, when the Roman Monarchy was at ita 
meridian splendour, and when every other part of 
the nresent British Empire had been subjected t& 
the Imperial Generals, could boast ojf the un violated 
independience of their native laud ; who have since 
so nobly struggled and died for Scotland's laws and 
(Scotland's liberties, and who in these our own days 
are " making an eagle's flight over every region of 
knowledge, with an eye that nev€fr toinks, and a win^ 
that never tiresy Shall the honest, industrious, 
bravo and hardy emigrants of Germany, the coun- 
try of De Kalo, whose fidelity to your cause 
waji sealed with his blood, and whose bones 
lip buried in your own Southern 8oil,~a coun- 
try saitounded by so many imperishable monu- 
mQ&t<!, to record to the latest a^cs, its phi- 
losophy, its learning, its arts, and its ingenui- 
ty. Shall the children of that fair France, who in 
your utmost need, and ** in the times that tried men's 
souls," gave you her heart, her hand and her 
purse, in such close alliance, and whose brave sol- 
diers, together with the great and the good Lafay- 
ette, were present at the consummation, infact^ of 
the greatest revolution which the world has ever 
seen ? Shall the sons of the Shamrock and the "Em- 
erald Isle,'' who gave you their Montgomery to lead 
on, as it were, your forlorn hope, and the bravest of 
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the brave, to fill ap the thia and scattering ranks of 
your armies — who so long have ''sat down and 
wept" by the ^tombs of their martyr'd patriots. — 
Captives and strangers in their native land, their 
harps unstrung & *' hanging upon the willows in the 
midst thereof," in their heaviness lookifigto an abid- 
ing place in this land of freedom, as a return from 
their captivity, where they might no longer be . * ^ 
" wasteo," but sing again as in theic land, the tri- m w^ 
umphant song of their deliverance and of their joys. ^ ^ 
Shall the thousands and tens of thousands of emi- 
grants, who annually come to your shores, and upon . 
yoqr own invitation too, bringing with them their 
moral worth,theirknowledge,tbeirarts, & their iudus- 
try,sealiug with tbeir oaths,their devotionto freedom 
and their allegiance to this the country of their adop- 
tion. Shall iney, gentlemen, in this pending con 
troversy between the North and the South, give you 
their best wishes and their warmest sympathies. 
Shall they enter into all yoiif feelings, be elevated 
mdEth your hopes, and be cast down with your • fears, 
partaking with you of the same oppression with 
which you are oppressed, and yet be told, that there 
in still a distinction; between the native and adopt- 
ed citizen? I trust not, iny fellow citizens. I trust 
that you will frown down with your honest and your 
utnfost indignation, a distinction so odious: and 
that yfMir verdict will this night be recorded, that 
had clxahce placed the birth place of Brutus, not in 
Rome, but m the Hebrides, yet, that having so 
long resided here in Rome, and preserviiis;, as he 
hopes, the good name iuheHted by him from his 
Sire, and ready to transmit it to his sous, as unim- 
paired as it was bequeathed to hira ; having all ffis 
property so invested in two States, that he must 
sink CNC stvip with the perilous ship ofthe South^lwith 
his pftrfuit^wife,children and relations,an sleeping in 
their oirigtnal dust, within hearing distance of the 
voice that nightly cries the hour, from that watch 
tower:}- with no earthly tie to bind him to any other, 
spot on earth than this same ."'^-t Molina, he, Brutus, 
who has never asked, from the tribunes or the peo- 
ple, au olhce or an honour, and who would receive 
none,exceping such as your applauses,so distinctly & 
so repeatedly expressed this evenmg,have conferred 
on bim, has as an undoubted a right in law, and in 
reason, to give his opinion, and to bc^heard too, in a 
dispute purely Northern and Southern, as anyone of 
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yon, who wjis bom within the sound of St Micfaaefr 
bell. If this be not your verdict, then indeed 

"Brutus had better be nvilJuger^ 
Than to repute himself a son of Rome, 
Under such hard conditions, as this tims 
Is likely to lay on him." 

Pejlow Townsmeji : — This is the proudest day of 
ji^* f my life ; we can say, without a fear of contnidictioiiy 
^ tfaut there is as9embled in this spacious and crowd- 

ed Hall, the intelligence, the patriotism, the virtue 
and the chivalry of Charleston. Characters there 
are here, from one of whom, at least, [pointing to 
Major Hamilton] we may expect all that patriotism, 
and firmness can achieve in council; and from oth- 
ers, [looking at the guests] all that honor and bra- 
▼ery can accomplish in the field. Qood men and 
true, they and their distinguished associates, have 
come at the first bidding, to a festival, which in 
•* thought, word and deecT" is their country's festi- 
val, it is Carolina's festival, and if amongst thcil6 
who have so absented themselves from the plea- 
wires of this day, there are any who " cannot /^e/ 
ji,nd think with South Carolina, on the principles prd^ 
mufgated hy the Legislature ^^^ these, which was the 
only test requirec^ for a seat at the table, let us hope, 
thattho' as honest men, anid good citizens, they how 
jdifTer from us, yet, that sooner or later, they|will all 
kindly fall into the ranks of their countrymen, and 
enter into those feelings which every son of the 
South ought to cherish, honor and revere as the 
best and the cheapest defence Mhieh we can make 
at this crisis, Against the oppres^ious, which would 
nakc slaves of us all. 

Neither the time nor my own inclination, will per- 
mit me to enter into the fruitful topics of your rights 
andyour wrongs. These have been alrea<br noti- 
ced, with an eloquence and a force such as has sel- 
dom been displayed any where. Never can you for- 
get the spirit-stirring sentiments of the genlHemen 
who have preceded me, and the transcendent power ■ 
»f their appeals upon this assembly. The old as" 
well as the young, yea the very dignitaries of fhe 
land, have been seen risinjo: from their seats in ex- 
tacy to partakeof an enthusiasm, which beggars all 
description; which no love of order in yourselves, 
and no authority of your officers, has been sufficient 
to restrain. Not a sentiment has been here utteredT, 
with which the aame of ou^ dear CarQlina is min- 
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gled, that has not electrified these her patriotic - 
sons. Like the lightning's vx'id Hash, it has scarce* 
1y b^en seen, that peal upon peal of the thunders of 
your applau>«e have not iutstuntly followed ; such 
thunders as would cause our oppressors, were they 
present, to quake and trenobic with horror, and cry 
for mercy, and pray that the fire of tins meeting 
might not be kindled intoaQ.uae,and so spread as to 
consume them, with tiie Wrath of aa injured and in- 
dignant fieople. 

Persevere, then, in the work you have so glo- 
riously commenced. 1 ask of you ftllt)w citizens, 
to take no counsel, hereafter, fro'i; fear, but from 
courage. If there are any, who believe, that this, 
their country, can be rescued from the fell grasp of 
our inexorable tyrants by any thing short of that 
steady, undaunted and uncompromi.>itigsuirit which 
distinguished your Laurens & Gadsden, Pinckuey^s 
ic Rutledge's, in the dark hour of the rcvolntiou, let 
them be told, once and for aU, that they are as gross- 
ly deceived themselves, as they are fatally deceiv- 
mg others. History, ancient and modern, does not 
furnish a single example, in which a people soaW' 
fully situateaas we in South Carolina are at thit 
moment, who were ever relieved from their perils, 
excepting by their united will, and tlieir firm ana 
unalterable determination to suffer no longer. The 
strength of the tyrant consists only in the fear of re- 
sisting him." The gentleman who preceded me, 
has mentioned Ireland. Ves! there she is, and she 
speaks for herself. She was oppressed for centa- 
ries. Like you she raised her voice, but like yoa 
she raised that Voice in vain, because it was stifled, 
amidst the party fei)ds which distracted her. Sh« 
wanted the united will to be free, and wautiug that 
sl.e would have struggled for centuries to come. 
Bitno sooner did the Inmerial Parliament discover 
til at the energies of the Irish, were about to be con- 
centrated, and made to bear on a single point; and 
that their next movement, would be a simultaneous 
movement in every part of the country, than Eman- 
cipation instantly followed, and to their own astonish- 
ment, their hopes were more thnn realized. Their 
religious thraldom passed away from them as a 
summer's cloud, and so w ill ours. " In resources if 
pot in population, South Carolina is not less impor- 
tant to the Union than Ireland is to the British Em-^ 
pire. Look again to Georgi:> — she has not once, but 
twice yanqaiibe^ tiie General Goyemment,* and so 
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- will it be with us. If we are but true to oiirseWes — 
you will soon see the moral effects of Unity of 
thousht and design, upon the minds of those who 
DOW tee! power and forget right." If you desire bet- 
ter feelings, and better friendship with your north- 
ern brethren, be firm. If you desire the government 
of the Union to be administered in the spirit in which 
it was formed, I tell you be firm and fear not; If 
you want perpetual Union, be firm, yes be firm. 
There is uo necessity foi* you to choose between 
"Liberty without Union," or "Union without Libi^- 
ty." Your (yWfi fears wUl most assuredly eive you 
the last, and you have, I am certain, no desire for 
the first. But the Constitution in its parity ^ves 
you both, Liberty as well as Union. The one is the 
end and the other the means. Under the blessing of 
God, sovereign States "joined them together,'' as 
man and wife, in holy wedlock. It is the spirit of 
usurpation, that sbirit of darkness, which abides in 
our councils at Washington, that would "part them 
asunder." • d5» 

Fellow-citizens, let me conclude by savins, be- 
fore that maker and judge of all things who hears 
me, that it is my sincere belieT, that if there were 
but one soul, one heart and mind, in South-Carolina, 
on the subject of our differences with Congress, we 
might yet continue to live a happy people, and we 
should be rewarded by seeing the Union now so 
discordant^ again harmonious, and one section al- 
w.iys hereafter disposed to respect the " authori- 
ties, rights, and liberties" appertaining to the others. 
But as it is not in mortals to see into the future ; and 
as it \sposftibley (I cannot think it probable.) that we 
may be mistaken, as to the effect which the firm- 
ness we recommend, may have on the issue of the 
present contest, it then behoves us, living as we do, 
amidst the proud memorials of the Revblutvoii, to 
prepare for the worst, and to look boldly in tii9»ice, 
all the consequences, whether they be the conse- 
quences of danger, death or Disunion. Tremble 
not at the word Disunion, but rather tremble at an 
evil of still greater magnitude pointed out to you 
by Thomas Jefferson, and which evil, in his own 
words, is " a government practically without limita- 
tion of powers." If, my fellow-citizens, guided by 
the experience of our own revolution, and the gen«^ 
ral admonitions of history, which we mufit believe 
are designed to instruct and not to lead us astray, 
we shaUcommeDce that struggle for State sovereign- 



45 

ty, in which ah>ne our domestic tranquillity is to be 
found, and in that struggle shall call upon our brethe- 
ren South of the Potomac, but yet call upon tiiem in 
vain ; if with no Southern sympathy,in other Statics, 
to cheer us onward in the hour of our trial, and no 
Southern arm to extend itself and to help and savo 
us, we shall at last be doomed to haire toMlfe cniel 
and galling chains, which now firet and toiinent lis, 
the more strongly rivetted upon us and our children 
for ever^who is there, that feels and thinks as a 
Freeman, that would not rather perish with the li- 
berties of the South, than under disgraceful submis- 
sion, sive for years and years dishonored, and at last 
sink down and fill a coward's grave. Let me ghre 
the answer for you all — There are none in thi» as- 
sembly, " NO NOT ONE." ^ 

Mr. Tumbull concluded with offering tbi^ follow- 
ing sentiment : 

** The Cause of the fkndh^U ha« the Constita- 
tion for its base, and Jefferson for its chief Gom«r . 
stone — '* Truth has,|^vien it an establishmeiUfBJod 
Time will record it with a name as lasting as hb 
own." J 

Mr. Mintzing; one of the Vice Presidents, here 
stated that he had been requested by the company 
in his quarter of the Room to present the following 
Toast : 

Henry L. Pinckney — The honest advocate of a 
good cause. 

The Toast was received with cheers — after which 
Mr. Pinckney addressed the Company, giving his 
opinion fully and plainly, of the interesting quei* 
tions at issue between the Southern States and the ' 
federal government. He stated his decided con- 
viction of the unconstitutionality and oppressive- 
ness of the Tariff — of the baseness and injustice of 
the Internal Improvement system, as it has for 
years been carried on— of the abject degradation to 
which both systems united had reduced the South — 
and of the absolute necessity of ^exercising vigor 
ously every constitutional measure for the restora- 
tion of our rights and the preservation of our pra 
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pertj. He knew that there might possibly be some 
who differed with him either as to the precise mea-^ 
■are of redress, or as to the proper time for apply- 
ing and enforcing it, but he was sure that there 
was no individual in that assembly, who, when the 
State shfMild assert its sovereignty, would not rally 
arojund her banner iu perfect devotion to her rights, 
her interest, and her honor. To this sentiment «!&» 
ny voices responded, ** No, not one I" ^ 

By R. Cunningham, Esq. Chairman of Commit- 
tee of Arrangements : The political integrity which 
looks only to duty, and is fearless of consequences. 

By the Hon. Henry Deas, one of the Vice-Presi- 
dents : The President of the United States — We 
recognize in his Veto, his determination to preserve 
the Federal Union. 

By John Gadsden, Esq.* one of the Vice-Presi-^ 
dents: Virginia — Soath-Carolina having adopted 
herfaUhj should not be unmindful of the prudent 
example of this great State. That course cannot 
be ^honorable which is sanctioned by this light of 
polmcal wisdom, and parent of Stfites. 

By Jacob F. Mintzing, Esq. one of the Vice-Pre- 
sidents: South-Carolina — Patience and forbear- 
ance have evinced her attachment to theUnion — May 
her sdns (native and adopted) now unite, and by a 
" pull altogether,*' be relieved from that system of 
oppression which " takes from labor the bread it has 
earned," and " is an incubus on the bosom of So- 
ciety — paralyzing all the efforts of industry." 

By John Magrath, Esq. one of the Committee of 
Arrangements : The Memory of Gen. Washin^on — 
like Cincinnatus of old, his country drew his ser- 
• vices from the pleasures of rural life : May the 
country of his protection differ from that of the Ro- 
man Patriot, in nothing, except a continued per- 
petuity. 

By Capt. Axson, one of the Committee of Ar- 
rangement.o : South-Carolina — She has reason to 
be proud of the part she took in the elevation of An- 
drew Jackson ; now that he has thrown himself in 
the breach, may she not desert him. 

By Capt. Van Rhyn, one of the Committee of At* 
rangements : That construction of the Constitution 
which " establishes justice, insures domestic tran- 
quillity, promotes the general welfare, and secures 
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the blessings of liberty to oarseWes and our p09- 
terity." 

By Capt. James Robertson, one of the Committee 
of Arrangements : A speedy relief from the last 
Tariff— Had its projectors been legislating for their 
country, and not for their immediate constituents, a 
monster so deformed and so baneful to^ll commerce, 
would never have been brought forth. 

By Cajit. Charles Parker, one of the Committee 
of Arrancemeiits : The rightful Commerce of the 
South—Keither given by the General Government, 
nor to be taken away by it. 

By H. W. Perronueau, one of the Committee. — 
The support of the F'ederal Government, in all its 
consiUutional powers : Resistance to all its ti8urp€t' 
lions. 

By A. E. Miller, Esq. one of the Committee.— 
" State Rights" and all who fnaintain them. 

By J. Cessford Ker, Esq. one of the Committee.-— 
Our distinguished Guests : We take delight in ho- 
noring them for their private virtues and public ser- 
■vices. Their past efforts and (it is to be hoped) fu- 
ture endeavors, in asserting State Rights, will have 
a salutary effect in averting the dire consequences 
which the unconstitutional measures of an arbitrary 
mn jority in Congress are calculated to produce* 

By E. Bacon, Esq. one of the Committee.^The 
City of Charleston : May every unconstitutional ob- 
struction be speedily removed and its former activi- 
ty restored. j? 

By Jud^e E. H. Bay. — The spirit and prmciples 
of '98, which once saved our (^oustitution from the 
encroachments of the Federal Government. May 
they again preserve that sacred charter from des- 
truction at the present day of peril, and restore it to 
its primeval splendour. 

By Judge Prioleau : The preservation of the 
Union.-The warmest wish of the patriot's heart— de- 
pending on the preservation ot the rights of the 
States, it can only be accomplished by a firm resis- 
tance to unconstitutional laws. 

By Mr. McBeth : The Modem Brutus^The prin- 
ciples of his " Crisis" — one bright weapon snatched 
from the armory of truth ; God grant it may pierce 
to the heart of our tyrant. 

By W. B. Seabrook, Esq. of Edisto Island: South 
Carolina — When she ceases to resist the aggressions 
on her sovereignty, may the deeds of her patriots be 
blotted from the annals of history. . 
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By Robt J. Turnballi Esa. Vice President : Oar 
adopted fellow citizen, Dr. Tnos. Cooper. — Let those 
who quarrel with his laboars in the cause of dbnsti- 
tutional freedom, because he teas aforeignerj go and 
write their libels on the tomb of Aiontgomery. 

By C. C. Pinckney, Esq. : The President's Veto 
—It has don» all he can do for the Sooth ; the rest 
the South must do for herself. 

By Mr. James Cuthbert : South Carolina — Sen- 
sible of her wrongs, she should never hesitate to re- 
dress them : ma^ false fear 9^ like false shame, em- 
barrass those only who entertain them. 

By Mr. Hugh Rose : Unanimi^ in defence of our 
riffhts, and a zealous siipport of ConstitutionalJLatn 

By John Townsend, Esq. from St. Johns, Colle- 
ton : President Jackson — His manly and indepen- 
dent conduct on the Maysville and Lexington Road 
Bill, has exalted him still higher, if possiBle, in the 
estimation of all honorable mmds, ana endeared him 
to the heart of every true lover of the Constitnticm. 
To him we would say, go on still faithful public sei^ 
vant 

— — — " Be Just and fear not, 

Let all the ends thou aim'st at be thy country's, 

Thy God' andgtruth's : Then if thou fail'st,^ 

Thou fail'st a blessed martyr.'' 

By D. J. Waring, Esa : The Fruits of the Ameri- 
can IlevolutiiBi — Wottla that they were still the bles- 
sings of the American family — " Liberty, the Cod- 
^itution, Union ;" these three, but the greatest of 
tnese is Liberty. 

By Mr. Joseph D. Cheves : May talking politi*. 
clans not forget that the three great requisites of 
Oratory are action, action, action. 

By Mr. Wm. McElmovle : The State Rights Par- 
ty in the East, West, North and South — May thmr 
efforts to perpetuate the Federal Union, which mast 
be supported, never be relaxed until every uncon- 
ftitutional act shall be repealed. 

After Judge Bay had retired, John B. Irving, 
Esq. proposed — 

The Hon. EUhu H. Bay—The well-tried, " good 
and faithful servant" ! The learned Judge \ The 
venerable Christian ! How grateful it is to Know and 
to feel, that our principles are approved by one so 
competent to decide upon them ! 

By Mr. T. H. Robinson : Our Members of Con- 
gress from this State— TiMy have met the wishes 
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of their constituents, and by their wisdom have pre- 
served the dignified standing of South-Carolina. 

By Mr. John Holland : The enlightened minori- 
ty of the late Congress, and destruction to the sys- 
tem of concentrated power, beyond Naval protec- 
tion. 

By S. Elliott, Esq. : Our Cause— Not the paltriest 
advantage can be ootained over it, without attack* 
ing some of those principles or deriding some of 
those feeiingf for which our ancestors have shed 
their blood — Bwke, 

By H. S. Legare, Escj. : Andrew Jackson — VVe 
know by our experience in war—we believe from our 
experience in peace— that, under his auspices, tee 
have no right to despair of the Republic. 

By Mr. Abraham Miller: IVuth and the force of 
public opinion triumphant over physical strength 
and uumoers. 

By Mr. Henry Goldsmith : South-Carolina— She 
nobly dared opposition to British tyranny * and her 
same sons, nerved by the same «:pirit, ana possess- 
ing the same pride, will not now shrink from main- 
taining their rights against Amei-icnn imposition. 

By Xir. I. E.Holmes: A glorious struggle for 
State Rights — with all its dangers and difiiculties,ra- 
ther than a quiet submission to servitude with all 
its safety ana tranquillity. 

By Mr. Henry J. Harby: Messrs. Hayne and 
Drayton — May your oppressed Country profit by 
your talents, and your memory shall be embalmed 
in the praises of posterity. 

By Mr. P. Cantwell : Liberty and Equality — Li- 
herttfy secured by the institutions of a great and uni- 
ted Republic. Equality, which knows of no orders 
or privileges or clistinctions bat those created by 
our glorious Constitution— by virtue, or by talents. 

By Mr. 1. D. Mordecai : Carolina-Should she be 
assailed, may the hour of danger find her equal to 
the crisis. 

By Mr. James L. Peigne : Our two able State 
Right Representatives to Congress, Major General 
Hajne and Col. Drayton — May the gratitude of your 
fellow-citizens who surroundTvou this day, rouse 
the slumbering sensibility of the nation. 

By Mr. S. Perry : The Advocates of State Rights 
— The genuine friends to the perpetuity of the U- 
nion. 

By Mr. T. Middleton : Free Trade— The widest 
and least artificial canal to national proppeiity. 

5 
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Bv Major E. H. Edwards : '' Our Constitutional 
Rights — Moy we haye the wisdom to discern, and 
the coarajse to defend them.'' 

By Mr. S. L. Levy : The Genius of Liberty — Our 
fathers reared her Temple and cemented it with 
their best blood ; let their sons preserve it undefiled. 

By Mr. H. A. Desaussure : The United States ^\ 
One and inseparable ; Disunion their only tm^paror 
hie evil. 

By Mr. Skirving Smith: Southern loffeiing and 
Northern commiseration, alias the Carolina ass 
oyerburthened with yankee tiotionM, 

By Mr. W. M. Frazer : South-Carolina — Admired 
every where for her hospitality and her love of li- 
berty ; she never will be enslaved by any Northern 
monopolists. 

By Mr. Thomas Duggan : Champagne to our real 
friends and real pain to our sham friends. 

By Mr. T. P. Harvey : South-Carolina— Her sons 
are conscious of her rights, and will die in her de- 
fence. 

Bv Mr. G. Robertson : When called upon, may 
our lamps be trimmed and burning. 

By Mr. John Crawford : South-Carolina— Whilst 
contending for her rights as a sovereign State, may 
the bitterness of part^ spirit give way to the more 
noble and manly feelm^of patriotism ; and may the 
sole aim of every Carolinian be, who shall do most to 
support the honor and dimity of the State. 

By the Rev. J. F. Oneill : May the Stars of our 
Union happily blend into one great and glowing con- 
stellation, diverging its radiance to ower nations, 
in whose horizon the sun of freedom has not yet ajK 
peared. 

By Mr. W. F. Redding : Our National Standard-* 
Long may it wave in its present untiullied Glory,— 
The terror ofTyrants and the proud boast of Free- 
men. 

By Mr. Charles F. Neyle: The State of South 
CaroliQa— May I never live to see her submit to 
Northern usurpation. 

By Mr. Beuj. Leefn : Libni'ty gained wi'h the blood . 
of our ancestors, and bequeained by them to us as 
the richest ble^ising ue can eoj >y. 

KyE. Meatty: Egremont, h town inMerrieEnglnnd, 
the birth place oft 'arolina*A cherished Mechanic. 

By Robert Rowand : The first office of the United 
States; may it never be filled but by the wise, the 
brava and virtuous. 
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By J. O. Frier: May every rarolinian irho backs 
onp inch be down six feet. 

Hy Mr. Wm. Gray : South Carolina and the Ta* 
riff — I be former must be freed from the latter, 
peaceably iffhe cun, or by aa appeal to arms if she 
must. 

|{y Mr. Thomas West : One of the brightest or- 
Dameat» that decorate the United States, manufac- 
tured \n South Carolina — Andrew Jackson. 

Hy W.J. Ramsay: Dr. I'hos. Cooper— the able 
advocate of State Rights. 

By Mr. A. J. Kennedy: Our wrongs redressed— 
Our Union ii reserved. 

By Mr. James Ferguson : The Hon. Robert W. 
Barnwell— The talented, eloquent and chivalric de- 
fender of State Rights. In honoring him, our fel- 
low-citizens of Colleton and Beaufort do honor to 
themselves and to Carolina. 

By Mr. Edward C. Peronneau : The Union, with 
impartial legislation and equality of taxation, or a 
Republic South of the Potomac. 

Bv W. P. Finley : 
"Liberty of the tongue — Liberty of the press — 
Liberty of the conscience — Liberty of the handy" 

By Mr. John J. Alexander: The voice of our fa- 
thers in '76— It tells us that resistance to oppression 
was a virtue ; tfiey triumph'd, and left us the legacy 
of their bright example. 

By Mr. Lewis Cruger : The President's Veto— It 
has daunted for a moment our ruthless oppressors, 
and scared them from their foul feast of avarice, but 
let us not be deluded into the belief that it has effec- 
tually driven them firom their prey, or will restrain 
them from returning with unglutted and insatiate 
appetites. 

By Mr. Philip Cohen : The friends of the American 
system and the Colonization Society — In the lan- 
2;uage of Rolla "they offer us their protection'' — 
Yes ! such protection as vultures give to lambs. 

By Mr. Wm. McWhinnie : The talent of South- 
Carolina — Ably and brUIiant/y d\ap\ayed in its repre- 
sentatives to the Congress of these United States. 

By Mr. J.L.Nowell: South-Carolina — HercJiosett 
sons have declared her torongs. Her Jaiihfvl sons 
will maintain her rights. 

By Mr. Benj. R. Smith : State Rights— In fear- 
lessly and firmly maintaining them, we will preserve 
the liberty of our native State, and the Constitution 
of our common country. 
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By }^Tr. N. H. Rutledge : The statesmeii of Sonth- 
Oaroliiia — j-Liy ttjeir veneration for our patriotic 
furefathtirs operate as a magic ring on their politi- 
cal conduct. 

ny Col. T. O. Elliott : In this crisis let every citi- 
zen lie true to this v^tate, nor be misled by the base 
motives ofpersonal or party advancement. 

B^ iMr. T. H. 8. Thayer; Our Northern Brethren 
— \V i.cdom to see their errors, and magnanimity to 
retnict them. 

By Col. L. ]\Iorris : Unanimity to the sons of the 
South — .tiay reason and not passion be their watch- 
word. 

By a Subscriber : The Fair Sex — Too generally 
the advocates of Union to favor a single ^tate. 

By Mr. IVl. C. Mordecai: May wise and prudent 
measures not only be continued, but supported 
strictly, by every true friend of Carolina, until the 
Hydra destroys itself or a second Hercules arises to 
crush it. 

By J. Heilbron : Northern Leeches — They have 
loiiof fed upon our vitals ; Souifiern Smfar-of-lead 
will disgorge them. 

By ^Ir. E. llorry : The union of thf^ States — Pre- 
served by the Federal Constitulioi< in its original 
purity, and unalloyed by Constructions, which must 
tend to destroy the rights of the individual States, 
their agricultural interests, and their commerce 
with foreign nations. 

By J. D. Emanuel : May ovr next Legislature con- 
vince our Northern bretnren, that South-Carolina 
will never consent to be treated as *' a sick child.'* 

By Mr. VVm. B. Pringle—The Constitution— It is 
our birthright — Who is there that would yield his 
inheritance without a struggle. 

By Mr. Wra. W. Smith : Devotion to the Consti- 
tution : Integrity of purpose — ^these being the stand- 
ards of belief, who would not exultingly stand and 
act by them ? 

By H. W. Peronneau, Esq. : (one of the Commit- 
tee) The memory of Dr. John Ramsay, late Senator 
from St. Pauls — Among the most zealous and fear- 
less of the defenders of State Rights. 

By Cant. Wesner : Carolina Doctrines — Enforced 
by Carolina principles—" Millions for defence, not 
a cent for Tribute." 

By Dr. J. W. Simonds : The South-Carolina Rail 
Road— A laudable State Right— by the enterprize 
of individuals, it will succeed, without the aid of 
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the General GoTernment— May it prove lucrative 
to Stockholders and beneficial to the State. 

ByMiij.J. Hamilton, J un. : John Hand'Wjh of Ilo- 
ouoke — The taost6rc7/ia/j^diainouu utiiung the g^cms 
of the Old Dominiuo ; should the boiith be dcsiiued 
to walk through trial and daikuess, he will be neai* 
her, and the darker it grows, the more he will spar- 
kle. 

ByMr. R S. Wish: The 1st of July, 1830— 
The second declaration of the Independence of S. 
Carolina—'* Free Trade and State hights." 

By Mr. C. Jenkins : Soath-Carolina — May she 
firmly maintain those Rights which were guaran- 
teed to her by the Constitution. 

By Mr. John Bryan : ** Millions for defence— not 
a cent for Tribute"— May the feelings which ani- 
mated Carolina's distinguished son in making this 
reply to foreign exaction^ find a response in the bo- 
som of every citizen of South -CaroUna in resisting 
domestic oppression. 

By Mr. Alexander Mazyck : The Federal Go- 
vernment — Let it not be perverted to destroy that 
Union which it was designed to preserve. 

By Mr. John I'ownseud, of St. John's, Colleton : 
The meritorious Editor of the Charleston Mercury— 
(the onlv press in our city which has from the begin- 
ning, ably and fearlessly fouffht the battles of the 
South, and vindicated the rights of an injured and 
insulted people.) 

Thougii a foul faction may rage against him, the 
pl/uUers of the State will be more just, and appre- 
ciate, as they deserve, his valuable services. 

By Mr. A, Strayne : A distinguished citizen of 
Massachusetts — Dr. Chauning, whose able exposi- 
tion of the principles of free trade, are as unanswer- 
able as his talents are transcendent. 

By Mr. John Izard Middleton, jr. : The Restric- 
tive System, misnamed * American' — Its object to 
make laws to assist money making, that a monied 
aristocracy may give law to the people : its mea- 
sures the pollution of th#fonntain head ofaerivative 
power; the depravation and deception of the peo- 
ple. 

By Mr. J. W. Hayne, of Columbia : Constitution- 
al checks upon Power— Until the veto of her tribunes, 
Rome derived no profit from the expulsion of her 
Kings. 

By lliomas Gadsden, Esq. : The American Sys- 
tem—One of bounties and prohibitions b^ which 
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contributions are exacted from one portion of the 
CJnioii, niid best'>\ve(l :ih gratuities on another. 

By I), iiawson : The -tate of South Carolina — 
Henveu guide our bark, for we are now among the 
breakers. 

By a Subscriber— The Port of Charleston — May 
her commerce ."oou return as it was iu 1816; have 
her oirn mercfutnts^ aud not Northern agents. 

By .vlr. Alexaii ier Ballund : Our National Rulers 
— IViay they study the science of Government, and 
not the arts of popularity. 

By Mr. James G. Holmes: The Kev-stone in the 
arch of our Reserved Rights, the right to judge of 
their infraction. 

By iVfr. Hugh McDonald : The three greatest a- 
chievcmeuts of Andrew Jackson— The preservation 
of the Republic at New-Orleans, the rejection of the 
Maysvillc Road Bill, and his patriotic declaration 
that the (Juiou must and shall be sustained. 

By Mr. A. 'I'oomer : The State of South Carolina 
and the General Government — Remonstrances have 
not been respected, but actions will or must ! 

By Mr. I'hos I'ousius: Our Senators, :ind Re- 
presentatives in (/ongress — Their able, ehiouent, 
and independent vindication of the rights and feel- 
ings of the South, entitle them to the gratitude 
and support of iheir constituents. 

By Mr. Jno. M*Cormick: The Union of the 
States — An invaluable legncy from our ancestors. 
May it be perpetual, aud may every nttempt to dis- 
sever them meet the frowus of an indignant people. 

By Mr. ll.Paxton : rharlestou — The restoration 
of itd commerce and trade, and a return of pros- 
perity to its citizens. 

By Dr. De La Motta : When freemen meet to 
honor the services of statesmen, mny thev never 
forget the late Pride of Carolinu — The lamented 
William Lowndes. 

By Majur Manigault : The memory of General 
Washington. 

By Vlr. Alexander Thompson Spring: The ma- 
gic power of free trade— The Archimedes which 
raised this country, and the Atlas which supports it. 

By Mr.B. Foster: The pri'C'pleonf South Car- 
olina — They can never be wrong when sustained 
by the descendants of the Revolution. 

By Mr. Joseph Turnhull : The South Carolina 
delegation to Congress — Firm aud united in their 
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efforts, zealous and undaunted in their dnterroina- 
tioQ ill upposiog an unequal and uiiju»f law culenla- 
tedto depress our induNiry, depreciate uurpro|ier- 
ty, destroy our conamerce with foreign nations, fi- 
nally end in the ruin of the Southern States, tho 
most valuxble iind productive parts ofthe continent 

Ity Mr. John liobertson: The city of Charleston 
7— A commerce with all nations unshnckied by 
inordinate restriction, it aggrandizes the i>itercst 
of the State, and gives energy and emplo>mentto 
all its citizens. 

By Mr. W. R. Bee : South Carolina, right or 
wrong — Wrong has she been so long submitting ; 
right will she noH be in promptly acting. 

By Mr. L. Wilson; The Tariffof 1828— A bloton 
our prosperity which can only be efiuced by nullifi- 
cation. 

By Mr. J. M. Bee : Truth— However false notimia 
upon the subject of government, as upon all sub- 
jects, may fir a time prevail, among free institu- 
tion«, truth will ultmately triumph. 

"f»reat is the mijesty of Truth." 

By Mr. (juynemer: The French po[)ulation ofthe 
South — They will prove themselves either in peace 
or war worthy of their adopted country. 

By Mr. J. I) .Marks : The Constitution— M.iy the 
hand that endeavours to impair it, he palsied in the 
attempt. 

By Mr. Richard S. Wish : The Charleston dele- 
gation to our next Legislature— Like that of 76, 
may experience be the corner-stone of its wisdom, 
and patriotism adorn its work. 

By Benjamin Elliott, Esq.: Judge Huger — A man 
and a name identified with every thing Carolinian. 

By Mr. Benj. A. Markley : The American Repub- 
lic — humanity's last hope. The mercenary legisla- 
tors, who pervert its constitution to sordid purposes, 
and thereby endanger its existence, are the enemies 
of mankind. 

By :>lr. Isaac Emanuel : Gen. R. Y. Hayne, our 
Senator in Congress : May he Mtand as firm in the 
field of battle as he stood m Congress in defending 
the rights ofthe State of South-Carolina. 

By Mr. E. Morris: The Tariffites— Say is there 
not some chosen curse, some hidden thunder in the 
stores ot heaven, red with uncommon wrath, to blast 
the men who owe their ricfiea to their country's ruin. 

By Mr. Knepley : General Andrew Jackson May 
his administration continue to be conducted in 
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rigfateousnegs, and prove eminently prejudicial to 
the enemies of our glorious Union. 

By Mr. R. W. Seymour : May the interest of our 
common Country, be strengthened by the perpetui- 
ty of the Union* 

By .Mr. Dawson: The Union — May it be pre- 
served so long as compatible with State Rights, and 
the honor of our Confederacy. 

By Mr. Robert \Vm. Roper : Tlie Constitution of 
the United States — May a clear construction of its 
meaning and intent be established in General Con- 
vention. ' We will there acquire a knowledge of the 
National feeling, and learn whether our rights can be 
established by argument and justice; or whether 
they must be preserved by secession or the last ap- 
peal of Nations. 

By Dr. Holmes Matthews : The Colonization So- 
ciety — May their next President be an African King. 

By Mr; Martin Roddy : Richard Shiel—Who with 
no weapons but justice and eloquence, gave a bill uf 
; rights to his country. 

• ' IJy Mr. Charles ft. Miller; South-Carolina's Sons, 
native and adopted — The crisis has arrived when 
your arms as well as your voices are required to pro- 
tect the State from a rapacious and unprincipled 
majority, and to rctore the Constitution to its ori- 
ginal meauins: and intention. 

By Mr. W. Blacklock: South-Carolina— Caroli- 
nians from bondage will deliver Carolina. 

The greatest enthusiasm prevailed throughout the 
day. A large number of the toasts, (particularly 
those of the most decided State Right character,) 
were drank with deafening and repeated plaudits. 
The company remained together until Iate,wben the j 
separated, with hearts full of devotion to the great 
principles which they had assembled to honor 
and affirm. It is to be hoped that this exhibition of 
"Public Opinion" will lead to reflection in the North, 
and to imitation in the South. Let the people of 
every Southern City do as Charleston has done — 
express their opinions and their feelings openly and 
fearlessly — and then there can be no doubt that our 
grievances will be redressed by a bloodless revolu- 
tion. 
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